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not well performed what 
I have undertaken, I 
bope at leaft that what I 
bave bere done , may 
move ſome more able and 
Fudicious Perſon to take 
the Work in band, and 
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CONTINUATION 
OF A 


| |  Gentlemans Religion. 


4 Being the Second PART. 


oo HE Holy Scriptares 
; ' being the only au- 
thentick Record 

| that I am able to find of the 
| Chriſtian Religion, I take it 
for granted that they do ex- 
preſs Divine Matters realy and 
truly as the things are in them- 

| felves: And therefore I can- 
nor 
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not but believe that all theDo- 
QArin therein delivered is moſt 
certainly true, altho many 
times lam not able to under- 
ſtand the Deſign and Mean- 
ing of ſome Expreflions and 
Paſſages which do occur there- 
19. - Ithink it indeed to be ve- 
ry proper, that Men of any 
reaſonable Learning and Pru- 
dence ſhould modeſtly offer 
their Thoughts to the World, 
in order to the explaining of 
ſuch Places of the Scriptures as 
appear to be abſtruſe and diffi- 
cult : But he who {Reals his own 
Words ( and not thoſe of Scripe 
_ ture )) cax therein only offer his 
own Apprehenſions ; to which 
ng Man can be obliged to ſub- 
ſcribe, any farther than as he 
isin his own Reafon _ 
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of the Truth of them, and- 
their Conſonancy with the 
Scriptures... 

2. I do not apprehend chap 
an implicit. Faith 1s due tot 
Church of Rome which chal- 
lenges it ( Part 1. þ. 21. ) 
much kefs fure .to any: other 
Church [which does not re- 
quite It... 'W/ hex , therefore 
any Church, much mare when any 
—_— Me, da offer me any Do- 
ara of Religion in ras ona 
Words, T think 1 onoht 40: 
der, Firſt, Whether what they 
[ag ® intelligible: (For:tho we 
may be obligedtobehkeve fuck 
things as are above-our Uns 
derſtanding to comprehend, 
( Part's: F. 33. ) yet it i51m- 
poſhble for any Man to pive 
an explicit Aſſent toany Form 
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of Words, if he does not 
know the meaning of them. ) 
Secondly, Whether it « agrees- 
ble to the ſelf-evident Principles 
o Reaſon, tor, If Iapprehend 
it to be otherwiſe, it is impo(- 
ſible for me to believe it. 
(Part 1. $.33. ) Nor muſt a- 
ny Text of Scripture be inter- 
preted above the Level of plain 
and ſelf-evident Reaſon,what- 
ever the literal Senſe may 
ſeem to be. And, Thirdly, 
whether the Truth of it can be 
proved by any ſolid Argument, 
either from Reaſon or Scrip- 
ture : for tho a DoCtrin be 
both intelligible and poflible, 
yet ſtill it may be falſe; and 
therefore 1s not to be believed 
except it Can be proved. 
Theſe Rules I have endea- 
voured 
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voured ſtrictly to obſerve in 
the. Trial of thoſe Do&rms 
which I am now about topre- 
pole ; and | delire my Reader 
carefully ro make uſe of the 
fame.inthe Examination of all 
that I ſhall offtcr unto him. 
But here I muſt defire him to 
take notice, that I do fuppoke 
Him to be well acquainted 
with the Holy Scriptures, 
and alſo with the common 
Arguments, upon- which the 
ſeveral Parties of Chriſtians 
dv ground and maintain their 
Opinions: And therefore, for 
his Eaſe, as well as my own, 
I ſhall fave my ſelf the Labour 
of mentioning ſuch Argu- 
ments and Places of Scripture, 
as are uſually brought to prove 
thoſe Points which are gene- 

B 3 rally. 
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rally. acknowledged by all 


Chriſtians, and even in thoſe 
Points which are controverted 
between different Parties, I 


ſhallordinarily think it enough 
to hint at ſome of thoſe Texts, 


and Arguments, which are 
uſed on either fide ; of which 
I can ſcarce fuppoſe any Man 


.to be ——_ that is but mo- 


derately acquainted with the 
Principles of Chriſtianity , 
and the ſeveral Parties that 
profeſs it; | | 

; 3. To believe what God makes 
knows; and to do what he com- 
»ands, is what all Men call 
Religion : But things that are 
impoſſible, *tis certain that 
Ged requires from no Mn 
( Part 1. 9, 14. ) Vhez there- 


fore Damnation is denounced 
1B3 
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io Scripture agein/t thoſe who 
receive not the Goſpel, it muſt 
needs be unaer ſtood only of them 
in whoſe Power it was to hawe 
received it; and: not of ſuch 
who are \\nvincibly ignorant ; 
either for. want of Capacity, 
John 9. 41. or of the means of 
Knowledge, Jeb. 15. 22. But 
for a' Man who has both the 
Capacity and[Means of Know- 
ledge, through Negligence, 
to continue 1n Ignorance of 
God's Will, my Reaſon tells 
me.is a very great-Sin; be- 
ſides all thoſe Places of Scrip- 
ture which do require us Al 
gently to. ſeek after Know- 
ledge. 

4. That there is a God, 1s 
ſufficiently to be proved from 
our own Reaſon and Obſerva- 
Ba. tion;. 


8 A Gentleman's 
tion : But fully to comprehend 
his Nature, or declare in all 
Points what he is, zs by all ab 
lowed to be impoſſible to us. 

5. I hat God never had aBegin- 
ming, I think 1 have ſyfficient- 
ly concluded ( Part r. pg. 6.) 
And, ifthe holy Scripture had 
not told me that he 1s from 
Everlaſtiog to Everlaſting; 
yet my own Reaſon would 
have inferred that he is ſubje# 
#0 n0 Decay, nor ever ſhall have 
an Ending. 

6. The Nature of every 
Material Being ſeems neceſſa- 
rily to imply a Pofhibility of 
having is Patts disjoyned and 
ſeparated one. from another ; 
and conſequently of being 
ditſolved and deſtroyed: And 
therefore I conclude, that the 

eter- 
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eternal God does not confift of 
Matter; and that Being which 
is intelligent, and does not 
conliſt of any material Parts, 
I call a Spirit: And this is 
what I mean when | ſay thar 
God is & Spirit, As for thoſe 
Expreffions the Eyes of he 
Lord, the Arm of the |Lord, 
and ſuch like, which do oc- 
cuc ſometimes in Scripture, 
and ſeem to imply Bodily 
Parts, it'is manifeſtly obvious 
that they muſt be purely me- 


taphorical. 


7. Our Experience does fuf- 
ficiently teſtifie that-whatſoe- 
ver is viſible tous, 1s ever ma- 
terial. Since therefore. God 
does not conſiſt of Matter, I 
conclude that he is 5»wi{ble 10 
Mortal Eyes, as the Scripture 

B5 poli» 
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poſitively declares him to be : 
And all thole Texts which 
ſeem to ſay, that he has been 
feen by Man, I think muſt of 
neceſlity be interpreted ſome 
other way, viz. either, 1. Of 
an Angel appearing in a glori- 
ous and majeſtatick manner : 
Or 2Of theeternal Son of God 
aſſuming a Bodily Appear- 
ance, as after he took our Na- 
ture upon him: Or, 3. Of 
fome viſible and extraordinary 
Signs and Tokens that the in- 
_ viſible God was there preſent 
10 an extraordiaary Manner : 
Or, 4. Of thoſe myſtical and 
Hieroglyphical Repreſentatt- 
ons which God has ſometimes 
been pleaſed to make of him- 
ſelf, not to'the Senſes, but to 
the Imagination and Uader- 
b ſtanding 


Part Il. Religion,” - ws 
ſtanding'of* his : Proptiets, 1a + 
their. extatick Dreams and Vt 
lions. | 

8. Amonglit all thoſe things 
which Ican conceive poſltble 
to:be: done,. z. e. to imply no 
Contradiction,: I can 62d no- 
thing which to me appears 
more difficult, than what God 
has already done 1a the Stru- 
Eture of the Univerſe : And 
therefore I conclude, that God 


can do whatſoever in 1ts ſelf 


1s poſſible to be done, which 
is what I mean when I ſay, 
that he 2s Almighty: Nor 1s: 
there any one, ſure, who 
will venture to ſay, that God - 
can do ſuch things as imply a: . 
Contradiaion, either in them-» 
ſelves, or to his own Nature 
and Attributes. 

| 9. That 
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9. That God, who made 
all chings, ſhould be ignorant 
of any thing, appears to me 
moſt abſord to imagine. But 
when 1 fay, that God is Om- 
#i{cient ; It there 1s any thing, 
the Knowledge of which 
would manifeitly imply a 
Contradiction, it could ſurely 
be. no greater Irreverence to 
fay,that God could not know, 
than that he could not do 
ſuch a thing. But whether 
the Knowledge of a future 
Contingent would imply a 
ContradiQion or not, is a ve- 
ry abſtruſe and metaphyſical 
Diſpute 3 and except the con- 
trary can very clearly be 
made appear, I know not 
how to imagine that God ts, or 
can be ignorant of any thing 
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paſt, preſent , or to come, 
however contingent. 

Io. If God were or cobld 
be confined to, or circumſcri- 
bed in any determinate Space 
or Place, it would be hard to 
conceive that his Knowledge 
and Power ſhould be infinite, 
and extend to all Places, Bur 
I cannot ſuppoſe God to be 
preſent in all Flaces after the 
lame manner, as the Air Is 
every where preſent through- 
out its Region, or the Light 
throughout its Hemiſphere , 
for that would imply local Ex- 
tenſion; and conſequently , 
that he were a material Being, 
contrary to what I have ſaid, 
F. 6. But that God can in an 
inſtanr exert hisPower in any, 
or all Places, whenever he plea- 

_—_ 
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ſes,. ( as the Soul can on a ſud- 
d:n move the extreamelt 
Joynt of the Body ) is, think, 
an evident Conſequence ot his 
Omnipotence 5 and that man- 
ner of Exiſtence whereby heis. 
able to do this, I call Omni- 
preſence ; and this is all that 
I am able to conceive when I 
ſay that God #s every where pre« 
ſent. | 

11. That God is moſt wife, 
that 1s to ſay, moſt perfectly 
knows what is always fitteſt 
and belt to be done, and 
which1s the propereiſt way to 
bring what he pleaſes to pals, 
is an evident Conſequence 
from his Omniſcience, or ra- 
ther indeed a Branch of it. 

12, From God's: Wiſdom it 
neceſlarily follows, that his 
Conn 
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Counſel is anchangeable. For 
he who alters or repents of 
any thing, which he has once 

fitively determined, plainly 
ſhews his Forefight to be 1im- 
perfeft, and his Wiſdom de- 
feaive. When therefore we 
meet with ſome Paſſages in 
Scripture which ſeem to ſug- 
geſt that God has decreed one 
thing,and yet afterwards done 
another 3 we muſt of neceſſi- 
ty underſtand ſuch Decrees to 
have been not abſolute, but 
merely conditional ( a Cond 
tion being in many Caſes tm- 
plied,and ſuppoſed, where it is 
not in Words exprefled.) 
And when he is ſaid to have 
repented of ſome things which 
he has done, or to have been 
grieved thereat , we muſt 
needs 
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needs interpret ſuch Places in 
a metaphorical Senſe, withan 
Alluſioa to thoſe Motions and 
Paſhons in Mankind; juſt as 
FJands, Arms, Eyes, ec. 
are onthe fame account ſome- 
times aſcribed unto him, tho 
really he has no ſuch-Mem- 
bers, no more than he has 
the Paſſions, which belong to 
Men. 

13. Ido moſt evidently find 
in my ſelf a Power to cheek 
at all times what I pleaſe, 
and to determine my own 
AQionsas I will my ſelf: And 
this[ look upon to be a great- 
er PerfeQtion tn me, than if [ 
were abſolutely neceſſitated 
and determined by ſomewhat 
without my ſelf, in every 
thing which I ſhould do. 
Since 
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Since therefore I- derive this 
Perfeftion originally from 
God, who is the Contriver 
and Author of my Being, 
(Part 1. $8.7.) Icannot' but 
aſcribe the ſame in the higheſt 
Degree to him, who muſt | be 
the Fountain of all PerfeQion. 
And therefore I moſt readily 
believe that God 1s 4 free A- 


gent; and worketh all things 


after the Counſel of his own 
Wil. -- Oy 

14. How Juſtice, in a ſtrict 
Senſe, is to be afcribed unto 


God, who ows nothing to 


any one, and has a ſupreme 
and moſt abſolute Dominion 
over all things, as having 
made them purely at the Mo- 
tion of his 04 n Will, I look 


upon to be a nice and uſeleſs 
Diſl- 


is A Gentleman's 

Difquifition ; But the com- 
mon Rules of Juſtice, which 
Men are obliged to obſerve 
one to another, to me do ap- 


ear:tobeſ0 very reaſonable, 


that I cannat apprehend why 
any one, - of Knowledge and 
Underſtanding,ſhould ever va- 
ry from them, except there- 
by he might propeſe'either to 
advance-his-latereſt, compals 
his Pleaſure, or wreck his 
Malice ; neither of which I 
can imagige to have any Place 
a9 God. T therefore conclude- 
that God is Juſt, even accor- 
ding to the common Rules of 
Juſtice and Equity , as far 
as they can be applied to 
1:5. Veracity to me appears 
to beno leſs agreeable to by 
on 
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fon| than Juſtice, af it be-nor- 
rather a Part otit: Andfincel 
am able to imagin no Shadow 
of a Reaſon why. God ſhould 
declareany thing which: were 
falſe j I cagnot but. believe 
that he 7s moſt frue 1a all that 
he ſays. 

; 16. That God ſhould hate 
thoſe Creatures which-he has 
made { except they by their: 
evil Actions and Dilobedience 
dodeſerve it) isnot to be con» 
ceived: And as he who loves 
another is always ready to 
pardon his Faults ( eſpecially 
if they have any way proceed- 
ed only from Frailty and In- 
firmity ) upon his true and 
ſincere-Repentance ; fo if the 


Perſon beloved © continues ob- 


ſtinate and incorrigible in his 
Tran\- 
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Tranſgreſſions, he,with all the 
Reaſon that can be, forſeits 
that Love which he once en- 
joyed, and juſtly incurs ſuch 
Penalty as may be ſuitable un- 
to the Obligations which he 
has. broken, and the Quality 
of the Perſon he has offended. 
I therefore conclude, That 
Goa: has originally a Love for all 
Mankind, and that he will be 
always merciful unto ſuch Sinners 
as are truly penitent ; but ſfirilt 


and ſevere in the Puniſhment of 


thoſe who go on in the Breach 
of his Laws without Repen- 
F&NCe., | 

17. Nor are thoſe Calamities 
which /o often follow 1 in vhis 
Life, or God's wiſiting the Sins 
of the Fathers upon the Children 
{ which can be underſtood on- 


ly 
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ly of temporal Aﬀiftions ) or 
his puniſhing the wicked with ex- 
treme and everlatting Miſery, 
any manner of Derogatton, ei- 
ther to his Jaſttce, or his Love 
and Mercy towards Mankind, 
ſince temporal Aﬀflitions may 
well be looked on as the Et- 
fecs of his Love, as being de- 
Ggned to wean and purge us 
from the Love and Filth of 
this World, and to make us 
more fit for Heaven - and Eter- 
nal Damnation (of which we 
have fair warning given us, 
and may therefore avoid it if 
we pleaſe) is as little as can 
be threatened ( and often is 
but too little ) tokeep us back 
from all manner of Sin and 
Wickedaneſs. 


18. That 
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18. That ſome ſort of Atti- 
ons are eternally and efſenti- 
ally, good, that is to ſay, to 
be approved'of by every .im- 
partial gational Being ( e. g. 
to-love him from whom we 
derive our Exiftence, to per- 
form our :Promiſe/, and ſuch 
like. ) 'and that: the contrary 
Actions hereuntoare therefore 
eſſentially and eternally evil, 
isto me from hence ſufficient- 
| lyevinced, becauſe that 16 all 
Beings, which | are. endowed 
with Reaſon and Underſtand- 
1ng;, ſhould univerſally ſer 
lan to do thoſe things 
which - now are; accounted 
evil, and -to/omit- thoſe things 
which. - now are eſteemed 


good ; the Conſequence of 


this muſt neceſſarily be uni- 
verſal 
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| wverſal Confuſion and Miſery, 
1 Now that God loves and ap- 


proves of all Actions that are 


good, does evidently appear, 
becauſe ſuch AAions do'tend 


to the general Happineſs of his 
Creatures, --whom he loves, 
d. 16, and for the contrary 


Reaſon it will follow, that he 


hates and abhors all AAions 
that are evil. And this 1s 


what I mean when I fay, 
That God #s mo#'holh. t 
19. All poſſible Excellency 
or Perfetion that 1 can con- 
ceive, 1s reducible unto theſe 
Five Heads, viz. +. PerfeAiz 
on of Being, which--confiſts 
in perpetttal Duration,  with- 


| out any Decay or Infirmity. 


2, Perfetion of Underftand- 
ing, which conſiſts in ſuch 
Knows» 


24 ASGentleman's 
Knowledg and Wiſdom as is 


free from all Miſtake or Igno- [ 


rance. 2. PerfeQion of. the 
Will, which conſiſts 1a a free 
Liberty to chooſe or refuſe, 
without any Conſtraint or 
fatal Neceſſity. 4. PerfeQion 
of Power, which conſiſts in 
an Ability to do every thing. 
And 5. Moral PerfeQtion , 
which conſiſts 1a an inflexible 
Reſolution always to do and 
encourage that which is mo- 
rally good, and to avoid and 
diſcourage whatſoever is mo- 
rally evil Now, ſince all 
theſe PerfeCctions are in God in 
the moſt abſolute manner ; as 
I think I have ſhewn in the 
foregoing Paragraphs, from 
hence it will follow, That Goda 
#5 moſt abſolutely perfeF. 

20. And 
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20. And ſince he who 1sab- 


| ſolutely perfe&t can ſtand 1a 


need of nothing; it muſt alſo 
follow, that God 7s moſt per- 


| f/eGly happy in Himſelf. 


21. As my Reaſon do's e- 
vidently demonſtrate unto me 
the Being of a God, ſo does it 
not in the leaſt ſuggeſt to me 
any Argument to conclude 
that there is any more but One 
God: And it is abſurd and un- 
reaſonable to multiply Beings 
without any Ground or Rea- 


 ſonfor it. 


22. That there is a real, 
and not only a nominal Diſtin- 
Aion, between the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt 
or Spirit 3 that they are fre- 


' quently ſpoken of in the Holy 


Scriptures in ſuch Terms as 
WG 
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we ordinarily uſe when we 
ſpeak of Three Perſons ( al- 
tho ſometimes this Exprefli- 
on, Holy Ghoſt or Holy Spi- 
rit, may be put to ſignifie not 
ſo much the Perſon, as the 
Power, Eff:& or Energy of 
God's Spirit) That, altho the 
Son be often ſpoken of as re- 
ally and truly a Man, yet 
many things are ſaid of him 
which cannot agree to a meer 
Man, or to any created Being 
whatſoever;and that there are 
ſuch things alſo ſpoken of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as cannot be ac- 
commodated unto a Crea- 
ture: Moreover, that the Son 
derives his Being from, and 
always depends upon -the Fa- 
ther, as the Holy Ghoſt does 
from, and upon the _— 
an 
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and the Son: All theſe things, 
I fay, in my Opinion, are not 
to be denyedby any one, who 
will but interpret the Holy 
Scriptures according to the or- 
dinary Senſe and Signification 
of the Words thereof, and not 
according to his owa Preju- 
dices or | gprenager ng Opini- 
ons. And altho the Spcint- 
ans doclearly enoughexpound 
ſome of thoſe Texts of Scrip- 
ture, which, with more Zeal 
than Reaſon, are ſometimes 
urged againſt them; yet, as 
to the principal Paſſages, 
which are alleged to prove 
what I have now aſſerted, I 
thiak their Interpretation of 
them not only to be harſh and 
ſtrained { which ia a manner 
is acknowledged evenby their 

C 2 own. 


23 A OGentleman's 


own acute and brief Hiſtori- 
an, 1n the laſt Paragraph of 
his ſecond Letter ) but alſo, 
many times, to be utterly ir- 
reconcileable unto the Words 
and Context. And now ( to 
explain thoſe Conceptions 
which ariſe inmy Mind upon 
the Conſideration of the Texts 
here hinted at, as well as, in a 
Matter ſo abſtruſe and remote 
from my Senfes, I am able ) 
fince I cannot find a more 
proper Term to expreſs the 
Diſtintion of the Father, Sor, 
and Holy Gho#t by, T callthem 
Three Perſons ; and, not know- 
ing what other Title to give a 
Divine Perſon who is no Crea- 
ture, 7 call each Perſon God : 
But I give the Title of God in a 
more emphatical manner unto 


the 
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the Father than unto the Son or 
Holy Ghoſt, becauſe the Father 
depends on none, but they 
do depend on him : Azad, 
ſince both my Reaſon and the 
Holy Scriptures do teach me 
to own no more than one God, 
I am of neceſſity compelled to 
ſay that theſe Three are ſo uni- 
zed together ( thoinſuch a man- 
ner as is above my Vader- 
ſtanding ) as to be but one God. 
And altho it argues a great 
deal of ImperfeQtion in Hu- 
mane Speech, that, for want 
of other fit and proper Terms, 
we are forced to pive the 
{ame Appellation to each Per- 
ſon ſingly, and to the Three 
conjoiatly 3 yet this does not 
imply any manner of Contra- 
diction, as ſome do obje& 5 


GY be- 
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becauſe, when we apply the 
Word God to one ſingle Per- 
ſon, it has not the ſame ex- 
att and adequate Signification, 
as when we aſcribe it unto the 
Three Perſons conjointly ( for 
that would imply that each 
ſingle Perſon were, at the 
fame time, the Three Per- 
fons; and fo confound that 
DiſtinQtion which the Holy 
Scriptures do ſo often and ap- 
parently make betweenthem:) 
And thisanalogical Difference, 
in the Signification of the 
Word God, will eaſily folve 
moſt of thoſe ObjeQtions 
which the Socinzians do bring 
againſt the Dofrin of the Tri- 
nity. Andbecauſe I know no 
better Word to expreſs that 
Unity which I apprehend to 
be 
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be between the Three Pex- 
ſons; I therefore ſay , that 
they ere One in Eſſence or Sub- 
ſtance. For Unity of Con- 
cord or Conſent alone,does not 
ſeem enough to me to deno- 
minate them to be One God... 
And becauſle l find that the Sor 
zs ſaid to -be begotten, and the 
Holy Ghoſt to proceed, br be 
ſent, or emitted ; I therefore 
make uſe of theſe Terms , 
without pretending to aſſign 
the Difference between Gene- 
rafion and Proceſſion : And 
altho theSon and the Holy Ghoſt, 
being each of them God, are, 
and muſt needs be, of the [ame 
Nature, and, upon that ac- 
count, equal with the Father ; 
yet it is manifeſt that this 
Equality muſt be underſtood 
C 4 with 
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with an Allowance for the ab- 
ſolute Independence of the 
Father, and the Dependence 
of the Son and Holy Ghoſt 
upon him. ; 

23. All the ObjeQtions that 
I can remember to be made 
againſt the DoQtrin of the 
Trinity thus ſtated, I think, 
are eafie enough-to be ſolved 
by what I have now ſaid, ex- 
cepting Two, which muſt be 
particularly anſwered. The 
firſt is taken from Joh. 10. 33. 
8&c. But tho our Saviour did 
not here afſert his Divinity 
when there ſeemed tobe occa- 
ſion for ir, yet it will not fol- 
low, that therefore he 1s not 
God : Eſpecially if we confi- 
der, that it was” not always 
his Cuſtom to give full and 
com- 
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# compleat Anſwers uato fuch 
: captious Queſtions and Ob- 


jections as were put to him: 
But ſometimes he contented 
himſelf only with ſhewing 
the Unreaſonableneſs of thoſe 
who propoſed them ; of 
which we have one Inſtance, 
Mat. 21. 23. &c. and ano- 
ther Joh. 8. 3. &c. and, as 
ſome thiak, another, Mat. 
22-17. &c. And we may as 
well conclude, that he hadno 
Authority for what he did, 
becauſe he did not declare it 
when the Chiet Prieſts and El- 
ders queſtioned it, Mas. 21. 
23. as deny his Divinity, be- 
cauſe he did not expreſly 
maintain it, when on that ac- 
count he was charged with 
Blaſphemy. . The other Ob- 

- W4 jection 
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jection is drawn from Mar. 13. 
32, But to it TIanſwer, That 
our 'Saviour's Deſign, in that 
Place, being only to repreſent 
the Day there ſpoken of as a 
Secret not to be made known 
unto Men until it ſhould come 
upon them 3 that they might 
always ſtand upon their 
Guard, watch, and prepare 
for it: Let but the Word 
know be taken to fignifie to 
make known ( which fully an- 
ſwers the Deſign of the Place, 
and, as it is evident, St. Paul 
uſes the ſame Word, 1 Cor, 2. 
2. {determined, ſays he, not to 
know, that is, not to make 
known or teach, ary thing 
among you, ſave Jeſws Chrif, 
and him crucified; and then 
the moſt natural _—_ 
O 
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of that Place will be this, But 
that Day and Hour there is no 
one who ſhall or can make known 
unto yow; 10 n0t the Angels which 
are iz Heaven ; (who may. be 
{ſuppoſed to be ignorant of it 
themſelves ) nor even the Sor 
himſelf ( who altho he &now- 
eth all things, Joh. 21.17. yet 
can do nothing of himſelf, but 
what he ſeeth the Father do, Joh, 
5. 19. And who ſpeaketh not of 
himſelf, but the Father which 
ent himgave him Commandment 
what be ſhould ſay, Joh. 12-49.) 
But the F ather only ſhall in his 
own time, make it knows by 
bringing it to paſs. And this 
Expoſition of this Place of 
Scripture ( which 1s the only 
Text that ſeems to prels very 
hard upon. us in this Contro- 
verly ) 
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verſy) I am ſure, is much 
more eaſie and natural, than 
many of thoſe Interpretations, 
which the Socinians - do ad- 
vance, of the principal Paſſa- 
ges which we urge againſt 
them. But if any one ſhall 
tell me, that this whole Mat- 
ter concerning the Trinity, is 
very obſcure and difficult to 
be apprehended; and there- 


fore, that it is unreaſonable to 


require the explicit Belief of 
fach DoAQrin, as neceſſary, 
either to Salvation or Church- 
communion: As to the Ob- 
ſcurity, it 1s not to be ex- 
pected that it ſhould be other- 
wiſe, ſince, in this Life, we 
know but in part, and propheſie 
in part, and ſee but through a 
Glaſs darkly, or in a Riddle, - 
ene 
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the Margin has it Word for 
Word from the Original, 1 
Cor. 13. 9, 12. As to Church- 
communion, I ſhall ſpeak of 
it hereafter 1n its proper Place: 


And as touching Salvation, 1 


refer my Reader to what [ 
have ſaid, $. 3. and Part'1. $. 
14. and op. 26. 

24. Either the Matter of 
this viſible World did from all 
Eternity coexiſt together with 
God, or elſe it was produced 
from Nothing by him, there 
being no Third Way tobe aſ- 
ſigned : Now both ' theſe 
Ways being above, tho nei- 
ther of them contrary to my 
Reaſon 3 my Reaſon alone 
can never ſolidly determine 
which of them is the right. 
But the kter of theſe making 

moſt, 
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moſt, in my,Opinion, for the 
Hondur of God (of whom, as 
being the moſt perfeCt Being, 
I thiak I ought to catertain 


the moſt glorious Thoughts 


that poſlibly I can 3 )Jand the 
Holy Scriptures fo often aſ- 
cribing Eteraity without Be- 
ginning unto God, in an em- 
phatical ' manner, as his alone 
peculiar Attribute, Iamthere- 
by brought to believe, that 
the Matter of this World is not 
eternal, but was « firſt created 
by God from Nothing ; and con- 
ſequently, that God can again 
ewnihilgte it,, or any Part of it, 
if it ſhould fo pleaſe him. 

25» That God did contrive, 
frame . end faſhion this World, 
and every part of it, 4-4 allo 
that be fill preſerves and go- 


VErms 
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verns it by his Providence , 
1 have formerly concluded , 
Part 1- $ 7. and op. 10. And 
tho every ignorant Perſon is 
not able'to dive into, and fa- 
thom the Counſels of a great 
and Sovereign Prince ; yet 
this is no Argument that he 
does not manage and rule his 
Dominions with due Care and 
Wiſdom : Nor could the 
making, nor can the Govern- 
ment of the World be any 
manner of Trouble to God (as 
the Epicureans objected) fince 
he is abſolutely Omnipotenr, 
and needs no more but to 
ſpeak the Word and the thing 
is done. 

26. Itis very evident that 
the Heathen World its ſelf was 
generally and ſtrongly ad- 
dicted 
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dicted to the Belief of certain 
Beings ( ſome good and ſome 
evil ) ſuperiour in Nature to 
Man, but ſubje& to, and Mi- 
niſters of the Will and Plea- 
ſure of the ſupreme God. But 
the Holy Scriptures do give 
us a more full and perfedt Ac- 
count of this Matter, viz, 
that God created certain Spiri- 
tual Beings, called Angels; that 
is to ſay, Meſſengers, as being 
ſeat forth by him to execute 
his Will upon all Occaſions 
that he thinks fit ; and parti- 
cularly: to miniſter for them 
who ſhall be Heirs of Salvati- 
on ( not that God has any 
need of their Aſſiſtance or M1- 
niſtry, any more than he has 
of the Worſhip and Service of 
Man 3 but only thought fit to 
Cre- 
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create them of his own good 
Will and Pleaſure ; and pro- 
bably that they, as well as 


| Man, might be ObjeQts for 


him to exerciſe his Goodneſs 
and Beneficence upon.) But 
whether every particular Per- 
{on, State and Kingdom have 
their proper Guardian Angels, 
appointed them by God, is 
not, as I can find, upon any 
ſure Grounds to be determin- 
ed. But we are farther in- 
formed, that of theſe Angels 


ſome ſinned, and therefore kept 


not their firſt Eſtate, but were 
caſt down into Hell, and deli- 
vered into Chains of Darkneſs, 
to be reſerved unto Judgment; 
the Chief, or Prince of whom ts 


| called the Devil, the great Dra- 


gon, the old Serpent and Sa- 
tan, 
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tan, azd is, together with his } 
Angels, permitted by God to | 
range 10 and fro inthe Earth, | 


to tempt even the Godly, but to | 


prevail axd work in the Children 
of Diſobedience. 

27. That an eternal Suc- 
ceiſton of Men, or any other 
Beings, without a Beginning, 
1s abſolutely impoſhble, I 
have, I think with 'Reaſon, 
already ſaid, Part 1. o. 6. 
That Man at firft was not 
faſhioned by any blindand un- 
deligned Chance, is to me 


very evident, as well from » 


the wonderful Frame of his 
Mind, as from the great Va- 
riety, Regulariry and Uleful- 
neſs of all rhe Parts of his Bo- 
dy, and particularly his Or- 
gansof Senlation : And _ 
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he did not at firſtſpring upout 
of the Earth by any Force. of 
Nature, diſtin from the 
' Power of God, I think needs 
| * No Proof, becauſethecontrary 
Suppoſition is not only without 
any Ground of Evidence , 
but alſo liable to ſo many 
monſtrous Improbabilities as 
do render it highly extrava- 
gant to imagine. I therefore 
muſt conclude, That ( at the 
leaſt ) the firſt Male and Female 
of Mankind were immediately 
framed and faſhioned by Ged : 
and that all the reſt of them were - 
ana ave aerived from thoſe two 
by the way of natural Generation 
{ Chriſt Jeſus excepted, who 
tho born of a Woman, was 
not begotten of a Man ) is the 
plain Voice of the Holy Ecrip- 
ture. 28. "That 
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28. That Man, tho made 
a little lower than the Angls, 
1s yet by Nature far more ex- 
cellent than any other living 
Creature, is ſufficiently appa- 
rent. The Holy Scripture 
tells us, that God made Man 
after his own Image : But this 
Expreſſion cannot be under- 
ſtood with reſpe&t to the 
Shape and StruQureof the Hu- 
man Body (God being both 
1ncorporeal and inviſible ) but 
is, asI apprehend it, to be in- 
terpreted altogether with re- 
Jation to thoſe Faculties which 
are implanted in the Mind of 
Man, and that internal Up- 
rightneſs in which he was at 
firſt created ; which do carry 
in them an evident Similitude. 
and Analogy unto ſome of 


thoſe 
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* thoſe Atcributes and Perfe&i- 
' ons wWhichare in God himſelf. 
: "That theBoay of Mant#s made 0- 
* riginall of theEarth,by which it 
7 is nouriſhed, and into which 


it is again reſolved, is obvious 


to becolleQed from Reaſon : 


And if IT had never been told 


| that God breathed into his No- 
| ftrils the Breath of Life, where- 


by he became a Living Soul, yet 
thoſe Powers and Faculties 
which I find in my ſelf, of 
Thinking, Judging, Draws- 
ing Conſequences ( and thoſe 
ſometimes in a very long 
Train) refleQing back upon 
my own Thoughts, and de- 
termining my own AQtions 
as I yon together with that 


inward Satisfattion which I 


reap from doing what is mo- 
rally 
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rally good, tho naturally and 
to my Body painful and unea- 
ſy ; and the Trouble which I 
find upon the doing of any 
thing which is morally evil, 
tho otherwiſe never ſo plea- 
fant and delightful, would, 
I think, have ſufficiently 
taught and aſſured me, that 
there 1s a Principle within me, 
which, tho united to my Bo- 
dy (and thereby afteQed with 


its Delights or Pains ) yet 1s ; 
really diſtin@ from it, and of | 
a different Nature and more | 


noble Original, which I call 
my Soul. | 
29. That God , who has 
originally a Love for all Man- 
kind, 5. 16, ſhould have cre- 
ated any Man with an Intent 
to make him eternally and 
una- 
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unavoidably miſerable, is to 
me a Contradiction : And 
| ſince, on the contrary, he has 
 - naturally implanted in every 
Man a vehement and unex- 
tinguiſhable Deſire of being 
Happy , and of always re- 
maining fo, I cannot but con- 
' clude, that God intended Max 
at his firft Creation unto eternal 
Happineſs. For that heſhould 
implant the Seed and Princi- 
ple of ſuch a Defire 1n us all, 
which never fails to ſpring 
forth and ſhew its ſelf in eve- 
ry Man who comes to Years 
| of Knowledge ; and this to be 
| only a Torment to us, with- 
out any Poſbbility either of 
{ſuppreſſing or ſatisfying it 5 is, 


7 Ithink, not to be conceived, 


except we ſhould ſuppoſe thar 
at 
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at the firſt he made us to be | 
ObjeQs, not of his Love, but |! 


Hatred. 


30. Aseven by the Ruins * 


of a noble Structure we may 
be able to give a Gueſs how 
goodly the Building was at 
its firſt EreQion; ſo when Iat 
preſent conſider how diſtorted 
the Nature of Maa 1s ( his 
Luſis and Paſſions always 


ſtrugling with, and often get- ; 


ting the Victory over his Rea- 
ſon, which evidently was de- 
ſigned for the ſuperiour Facul- 
ty) own my Underſtanding a- 
lone methinks ſuggeſts to me, 
that Max was at fir#t created in 
4 more perfett and upright State 
and Condition than what he is in 
at preſent : But how our Na- 
ture was {0 far perverted, as 
that 
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that all our Reaſon and En- 
deavours cannot again reduce 
it to that firm and perfe& Re- 
gularity, in which we are ſen» 
ſible it oughtto be, and there- 
fore have cauſe to believe that 
it was at firſt framed by God, 
1s what of our ſelves we never 
could have colleQed from any 
Suggeſtions of our own Un- 
derſtanding. 

31. Whether the ſecond 
and third Chapters of the 
Book of Gemefis are alb to be 
underſtood literally, or whe- 
ther an allegorical [nterpreta- 
tion is in ſome parts to be ad- 
mitted, I think my ſelf not 
much concerned* to debate. 
But, which way fſoever we 
take, the plain Reſult will bez 
that whereas God placed our 

D firſt 
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fir Parents, at their Crea- ; 


tion, in a ſtate both of Inno- | 


cency and Happineſs ; they 


thereby incurring his Diſplea- 
ſure, fell both from the one 
and the other. Now that 
they, by their ſin, might. de- 
prave their own Natures, and 
vitiate their Conſtitutions, 1s 
no way irrational to ſuppoſe : 
And that from the depraved 
Nature and vitiated Conſtitu- 


tion of Parents divers incon- : 


veniences may be entailed up- 
on their Poſterity ( who do 
derive not only their bodily 
Temper and CompleQion, 


| 
by tranſgreſſing his Law, and © 


but frequently alſo their Paſ- | 


fions and Inclinations from ' 


thoſe of their Parents ) is what 
common Experience does dai- 


ly 
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/ ly teſtifie. When therefore the 
' Holy Scripture aſſigns the ſin of 


our firſt Parents, as the Cauſe of 


the Corruption of the Nature of 
: Mankind, LIſeenothing there» 
' 1a which is not very reaſon- 
| ably to be allowed. 


32. He who grants a Fa- 
vour to another, barely and on- 
ly of his own free will and 


5 pleaſure, may without any 


vioktion of Juſtice, whenever 
he pleaſes, withdraw that, 
which he is under no Obliga- 
tion to continue any longer 
than he thinks fit. Nor is it 
any way ro bereckoned as un- 
merciful or cruel, toceaſe the 
continuance of a purely volun- 
tary kindneſs, if the ſtopping 


 ofit does not render the Per- 


{on aQually miſerable with- 
D 2 out 
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out any fault committed by , 
him. If therefore God had | 
thought fit, even for no other | 
reaſon but his own Pleaſure, 
to divert the ſtream of his 
kindneſs from Man ; and that 
altho he had continued in a 
State of Innocency, provided 
he had not pur him into a ſtate : 
of unavoidable: Miſery ; who. * 
could have any juſt reaſon to 
complain, or find fault with 
him for doing what he ſhould 
pleaſe with his own? Much | 
more then will it follow that, 
If upon the occaſon of our firſt 
Parents Tranſgreſſion, and 
the Corruption of our Nature 
which thereupon enſued, God 
had reſolved to. cut us all for- 
ever off from the inheritance 
of thoſe Bleſhngs to which 
Man 
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Man was defigned at his firſt 
creation, but now rendred na- 
turally unfit for, by this or1- 
gina] pollution ; even in this 
there had been nothing con» 
trary to the ſtrict Rules of 


| Tuſtice or Mercy : Eſpecially 
' 1f we conlider, that all the 


World have ever thought it 
reaſonable that, in ſome eaſes, 
Children ſhould;on account of 
their Parents Faults, loſe ſome 
benefits and advantages which 
otherwiſe they would have 
enjoyed. But aQtually to in- 
flit a poſitive Puniſhment up- 
on any one for a Fault which 
he never committed, nor any 
way voluntarily concurred to, 
nor was at all capable of hin- 
dering in kim who committed 
It, being ſo direQly contrary, 
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not only unto Mercy, but alſo y | 
to the common Rules of Ju- | 
ſtice ; I can not but conclude, | 
that zho' the original Corruption + 
of our Nature may be reckoned as | 
4 juſt occaſion why God might, | 
if he had pleaſed, have exciu- 
ded us all for ever from the Foys of | 
Fleaven;, Tet that alone is not | 
#0 be aſſigned as a Canſe why he © 
will doom any Man to the Tor- * 
ments of Hell, who does not 
otherwiſe deſerve it, by his 
ownaQual ſins and Tranſgref- | 
ſions, 

33. That by the Corrupti- 
on of our Nature we are all of 
us mightily inclined to things 
that are evil and immoral, 1s 
molt evident from our con- 
ſtant Experience : But that 
we have not thereby loſt all 
knowledge 
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knowledge and power of do- 
ing that which 1s good, I 
think is noleſs apparent from 
the Writings and Examples of 
ſo many brave Heathens ; 
Who having no other Divine 
Law but that which was writ- 
ten in their Hearts by the Sug- 
geſtions of their natural Un- 
derſtanding, yet both taught 
and did ſo many of the things 
contained in the written Law 
of God. But curiouſly to dif- 
tinguiſh and aſſign the Bounds 
between Nature and Grace 
( which are both the Gifts of 
God ; the one 1n an ordinary, 
the other in an extraordinary 
way) and to pretend to ſhew 
how far we may go by the 
bare ſtrength of Nature, and 
where it is that we juſt ſtand 
D 4 in 
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in need of ſupernatural Aﬀiſt- 
ance, I look upon to be a 
work of very little uſe or be- 
nefit; but of extraordinary 
difficulty, and perhaps impol- 
fible for any, but God him- 
ſelf, to perform. Moreover, 
how God will deal with thoſe 
who have no other Guide to 
follow but the Light of Na- 
ture 3 How far he will puniſh 
their Sins, be merciful to their 
Ignorance or Infirmities, or re- 
ward their endeavours to do 
good, isa Secret of which we 
are no way able to: give any 
particular account. But it 
may ſuffice us to know, that 
the Generation of Mankind by 
reaſon of the Corruption of their 
Nature being apparently in 4 


worſe condition in reſped# of eter- 
F nal 
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therwiſe would hgue been ; God 
was pleaſed to determine that 
he would not deal with them acts 
cording t0 that abſolute Sove- 
reignty which he had over them, 


' mor according to the tri and ri- 


; gorons Rules of Juſtice, which 


might have juſtified the great- 
eſt Severities 3 #ut" according 6 
the inclinations of his Mercy and 
Loving kindneſs. Ot which way 
of Gods proceeding with us, 
I come now to give an ac- 
count. 

34. That God might, if he 
had pleaſed, without the vio- 
lation of any of his Attributes, 
have freely forgiven all the 
Sins of Mankind, andeven re- 
ſtored our Nature sganÞto its 
primitive Integrity and Up- 
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rightneſs, ſeems naturally to ! 
follow both from the Ab- * 
ſoluteneſs of his Authorj- 
ty, and the Almightineſs of - 
his Power : And even the © 
ſtrigeſt Juſtice, tho ir fully al- 
lows, yet does not compel any : 
one to exaQt a Debt where he ' 
is the only Creditour, or a ' 
Puniſhment where he is the 
only party injured or offended. 
But if God has thought fit to deal 
after another manner with us; 
and rather offers to help our In- ; 
firmities , as occaſion requires , -| 
than wholly to repair our pervert- |. 
ed Nature; and chooſes to have © 
an Expiation maae for our Sins, 
rather thanto remit them without 
ſuch conſideration; Altho 
his Will and Pleaſure 1s e- 
nough to ſilence all our Excep- 
tions, 
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ings; yet may there ſome 
probable Conſiderations be 
urged 10 order to make. us 


 clearlyapprehend the Wiſdom 


of God in the fitneſs and rea- 
{onableneſs of this his Diſpen- 
ſation: As namely, that here- 
by we are, or. ought to. be 
made more continually ſenſible 
of our conſtant Dependence 
upon him, of his great Mercy 
and Compaſlion for us, cf his 
perfect Hatred and Abhor- 
rence of (in. | 

35. It cannot, I think, be 
doubted but that, at the very 
time of the Fall of man, God, 
whoisinfinitly wiſe and know- 
ing, and therefore ftands in 
need of no time to deliberate, 


had fully determined what he 
would 
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would do in order to the Expi- 
ation of ourSins, and the help- 
ing of our corrupted Nature, 
ſo-as that we might be again 
in ſome capacity of recovers 
ing that Happineſs tro which 
we wereat firſt deſigned, þ.29. 
And that this work of or Re- 
demption was to be performed by 
the Means and Mediation of an 
extraordinary Perſon, who was 
to be fent into the World, un- 
der the Title of the Mefhah, 
or the Chriſt, is abundantly 
evident, both from the Old 
and New Teſtament; eſpe- 
cially if we compare themand 
expound them one by another. 
But it 1s certain, that Chrift 
did not immediately come into 
the World ; nor was thereany 
one for ſome. Thouſands of 
Years 
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Years after the Fall, who ſo' 
much as pretended to that 
Title or Office z Whether it 
were, that God thought it fit" 
by ſome previous Diſpenſa-: 
tions to prepare the Minds of 
Men for the reception of ſo ex- 
traordinary a Perſon, or for 
what other reaſon, I pretend 
not to determine 3 but'think 
my ſelf obliged intirely to fub- 
mit tothe Wiſdom of God, who 
thought fit ſo to order it, that 
the Mefſiah ſhould not appear 
until that fulneſs of time 
which he had appointed for it. 
In the mean while, altho the 
great Light was not yet to 
come into the World, yer 
God ſuffered it not to be who- 
ly overſpread with Darkneſs ; 
But beſides the Light of the 
viſible 
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vilible Creation, which de- 
clares the Glory and eternal 
Power of God; and beſides 
the natural Light which ariſes 
in every Mans Underſtanding, 


whereby.they-who have no o-. 


ther Law, are a Law unto 
themſelves, unto which their 
own Conſcience is-a Witneſs 
beyond exception ; God was 
pleaſed in a ſupernatural way 
to reveal himſelf unto divers 
perſons { to the intent that 
they might reach the Know- 
ledge of him to others.) as to 
Enoch, Noah, Melchizedek, Job, 
and probably ro many more 
than we read of ( Amongſt 
whom, why Baalam ſhould 
not be reckoned, I can ſee no 


reaſon; altho Covetouſneſs 


and the NG of worldly Ad- 
vancement 
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vancement tempted him. to 
make but an ill uſe of the good 
Gifts of God) And allo to 
chuſe out unto himſelf a pecu- 
liar People, namely that of 7/- 
rael, and to vouchſafe unto 
them a more than ordinary 
knowledge of Himſelf and his - 
Laws, by his Servants Moſes 
and the Prophets : And laſtly 
by his Providence to order the 
matter fo, that the Writings 
of Moſes and the Prophets 
ſhould many years before 
Chriſts coming, be tranſlated 
iato the Greek tongue ( which 
was then the moſt univerſal 
Language ) that by them all 
Nations might have the more 
Inſtruction, and ſo be the bet- 
ter prepared to receive. the 
Meſſnah, whenever he gs 

e 
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be made known unto them. 
And for this reaſon alſo it 
ſeems to be, that God ſo long 
before the Moſaick Law. or- 


dained and appointed the Sa- 


cerificing of Beaſts ; whereby 
it became the common prattice 
*of the Gentiles,. as well as 

Jews: Not that he had any 
eſteem- or value for the Blood 
of Bulls or of Goats; bnt only 
that by this praCtice the Minds 
of Men might be the more eaſi- 
ly and readily diſpoſed to own 
and rely upon that great Sacrt- 
fice, which Chriſt was one 
day to make of Himſelf for 
them. 

- 26. There are ſeveral Pro- 
phecies diſperſed up and down 
through the Old Teſtament, 
plainly deſigned to foretel the 
coming 
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7 coming of the Chriſt or Meſ- 
” fiah, what ſort of perſon he 
” - ſhould be, and what he ſhould 
| do and ſuffer: As that he 
7 ſhould be the Seed of the Wo- 
; man, of the Progeny of Abra- 
' bam, of the Family and Line- 
/ age of David, burn in Bethle- 
| hem, and born of a Virgin - 


That he ſhould come 1nto the 


| World about the time thac the 
| Scepter and the Law-giver, 
| that is to ſay, the force and 


power of civil Authority, 


ſhould ceaſe from the Tribe of 


Judah, and ſhould finiſh his 
Work in the compaſls of the 
laſt ſeven Years of thoſe Four 
hundred and ninety, which 
are pointed out by the Prophet 
Daniel; That by many he 
ſhould be deſpiſed and reject- 
ed 
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ed, ſhould be a Man of Sor- ; 


rou's, and acquainted with 


Griets, be oppreſſed and at- , 
flifted, yet bear it moſt pa- | 
tiently, and at laſt be wound- ? 


ed and. cut off, not for him- 


ſelf, but for our Tranſpgreſſi- 


ons. And yet for all this heis 
foretold to be a perſon won- 
derful;': a Counſellour, the 
mighty God, the Prince of 
Peace, of the increaſe of whoſe 
Government there ſhould be 
no end, and unto whom the 
gathering 'of the Nations 


ſhould be, Now altho there 


may ſome Difficulties be ſtart- 
ed as to the Interpretation of 
ſome of thoſe and fuch like 
Prophecies, which do occurr in 
the Old Teſtament ( which 1s 
no great wonder, conlidering 
how 
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how the Jews, who are ene- 
mies toChriſtianity, have en- 
deavoured to obſcure and per- 
plex them ) yet if we do con- 
ſider that there is evidently a 


- fair, conſonant and reaſonable 


Application of all theſe Pre- 
dictionsto be made unto Jeſus 
of Nazareth, and that there is 
not, nor ever was any other 
perſon to whom they could be 
applied, beſides himſelf ; and 
ſince it 1s not poſſible for any 
one,but God,to foretell a thing . 
with ſo many circumſtances ſo 
long before it comes to pals, 
I think I may very well from 
hence conclude, - not only 
againſt the Jews, who ac- 
knowledge, bur alſo againſt 
all others, who may perhaps 
at firſt deny the Authority of 
the 
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the Old Teſtament, that Jeſs 
of Nazareth is the Chriſt or 
Meſhah, whom God had pro- 
miſed to ſend into the World : 
Andifto this we add the great- 
neſs -of his Miracles, and the 
tranſcendent Goodneſs of his 
DoQrine ( of which ſee Part 
1. $. 19) I think the Argu- 
ment will have the force of a 
Demonſtration. 

37. In the Holy Scriptures 
TI find fuch .things ſpoken of 
Chriſt as do plainly ſhew him 
to have been a true and real 
Maa ; in all things like unto 
us, fin only excepted : Other 
Expreſſions alſo I find fre- 
quently applyed to him, 
which cannot poſſibly agree 
to any Man, or created Being 


whatſoever, but only unto 
God ; 


LL CC A GcCACtYoacae mi or”rtO Juenco9y9W 


a gun 


Part II. Relfgion. 69 


God ; as I have already faid 
F. 22. And altho there is a 
plain Diſtiaction made be- 
tween his Divine and Humane 
Nature, yet is he always 
ſpoken of but as one perſon. 
Here then I know not better 
how to-expreſs my Sentiments 
than by laying, that in the 
one and fingle Perſon of Chritt, 
there is a Conjunction of both 
the Divine znd Humane ' Na- 
ture, and conſequently that 
Chriſt is really and truly both 
God. and May. And it the 
ſame Objedion be made a- 
gainſt this DoQrine as is a- 
gainft that of the Trinity, 
viz, that ivis very obſcureand 
difficult to be apprehended: ; 
T ſhall alſo return the- ſame 
Anſwer, as I have already 
done 
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done to that 1n the latter end 
of og. 23. to which I refer my 
Reader. 
28. He who acknowledges 
Chriſt to be God, to be ſure 
will allow of his eternal Exiſt- 
ence, as to his Divine Nature; 
And, as to what concerns his 
Humane Nature; that he was 
Conceived by the Power of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Born of the Virgin 
Mary; and that. after ſome 
years ſpent 1n preaching and 
doing good, he was, thro the 
Malice. of the Jews, and ar 
their vehement deſire, con- 
demned by Pz/ate the Roman 
Governour, to be crucified ; 
which was accordingly done, 
andaSpear thruſtinto his Sidez 
That being dead he was buried, 
and lay inthe Sepulcher = 
tne 
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the third day 3 upon which he 
roſe from the dead, and aſter ſe- 
veral times converfing with 
his Diſciples for the ſpace of 
Forty days, that he was viſibly 
taken up from them, and 7e- 
ceived into Heaven unto infinite 
and eternal Glory, where he is 
our perpetual Mediatour and 1n- 
terceſſour at the Throne of God : 
All this, I ſay, is ſo evidently 
and without Controverſy teſti- 
fied by his Diſciples ( whoſe 
Veracity I have aſſerted, Part 
1. 6.19) and recorded in the 
Scriptures of the New Teſta- 
ment (whoſe Authority I have 
proved Part 1.9.23.&c,)thatno 
reaſonable Man, I think, can 
now deny, or ſo much as 


! doubt of any part of it : And 


altho there are one or two 
paſlages 
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paſſages of Scripture, from} 
whence 1t 1s inferred, that? 
Chriſt before his ReſurreQion 
did deſcend imo Hell, yer. will 


I not venture, ner do I rhak 
it neceſſary, to determine 
whether by the word Hel/ is 


meant the ſtate of the dead on- F 
ly, or theplace of the damned | 


or (if the latter Ggnification 


be tobe choſen ) for what ead | 
and purpoſe it was that he} 
deſcended thither. Only I} 
conclude certainly, that it'was þ 
not to fuffer any thing there; | 


becauſe I do not find the leaſt 


intimation throughout the | 
Scripture of any ſuffering of | - 


Chriſt, which: he did or was 


toendure,beyond theſhedding | 
of his Blood and yielding up | 


his life upon the Croſs. 


29. What 
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9. . What God might have 


2 PR. (had he ſopleaſed) with- 
* outanyother con(ideration,but 
S only by virtue of hisowa abſo- 

lute Authority; if he has rather 


choſen to do it for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt,and in conſiderati- 


| on of that Obedience which 
he performed, and thoſe Suf- 


ferings which he underwent, 
who ſhall dare to find fault 


| with him, or pretend to be 
* wiſer than he'? Now that z: 


| is for the ſake of Chriſt, and of 


his Obedience and Sufferings, 
that God wouchſafes to us the 
Pardon fo our Sins, and makes 


us the offer of everlaſting Hap- 


pineſs, 1s ſo plainly declared 
in many places of the Holy 


1 Scriptures, that nothing. can 
1 be more. And fince I find 


E God's 
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God's ſending of Chriſt to be | 
ſet forth as an inſtance of his | 
Love, not to ſome few parti- 


cular perſons only, but even 


to the whole World; and 


ſince Chriſt. is ſaid to have 


- died for all, and to have been 
A Propitiation for the fins of F 


the World, without any ex- 


ceptionz I cannot but con- 
clude, that all men who ever 


were, or .ate, or ſhall be, 


. might have been, or 'may be | 
the better for Chriſt and his | 
* Sufferings, if through their | 


own default they have not, or 
ſhall 'not forfeit that Benefit 
which was defigned them. | 
And as it is not diſputed, but 
that the ancient Patriarchs, 


who by Faith forefaw che | 


coming of Chriſt, had a ſhare | 
in L 
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in that Redemption which he 
wrought,: alcho they died be- 


; fore che came iato the World. ; 


ſo to meit ſeems to ftandwith 


a /great deal 'of reafon, "that 


even thoſe perſons who never 
heard any thing of Chriift, 
may yet for his ſake find Met- 


þ oy ' from 1Go9d-.; becauſe God, 
.who | perfettly knows the 


moſt ſecret Inclinations of all 
Hearts, 'may' clearly forefee, 
eiof Chrift 
had been propofed-and offered 


7 unto'!themy they would have 


owned him, 'and ſubmitted 


unto his Goſpel; which our 
| 2Saviour tells us, was the very 
caſe of Thre and Sidow;\ and 
"for which reaſon the declares 


that they ſhould receive a 


E 2 and 
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and Bethſards in the day of 


Judgment, Mar. 11. 21, 22. | 
has how far this may extend | 
"to all ſuch as labour under ? 
very ſtrong Prejadices, altho | 
not ſtritly invincible, I think | 
that God ts the only proper | 


Judge. 
 - 40» But however God may 


think fit to deal with thoſe, # 
who are either ignorant of, | 
or ſtrongly prejudiced againſt # 
the Chriſtian Religion; yet | 


_ - the: manner of his proceeding 


- with true Believers is plainly { 


enough declared; All thole | 


who receive and own - the 


Chriſtian Faith are not tobe | 


looked upon as ſo many ſepa- 
rate nw: each of them be- 
lieving ſuch and ſuch - Do- 
Qrines ; but are always re- 
preſented 
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preſented in Scriptureas Joyn-. 
ed together in one Society or 
Body, which is called the 
Church, -of which Chriſt Je- 
ſus is the chief or Head; and 
under an obligation to live-in 
communion and fellowſhip 
one with another, under thoſe 
Lawsand Conſtitutions which 
Chriſt has given them ; but 


ture, obliged to joyn with, 
or ſubmit to, any one perſon, 
as the Vicar of Chriſt and the 
viſible -Head of the Church 
upon Farth. For if Chriſthad 
appointed any ſuch perſon as 
his Deputy upon Earth, he 
muſt either have declared a 
matter of ſuch. confequence 
with great plainneſs and evis- 
dence, or elſe it would be very 
| E 3 hard 
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hard tofindfaule with any-man 
for being miſtaken in it: Where- 
as the Arguments which thoſe 
of the:Church of Rome bring to. 
prave, either that ſucha Vicar 
theremuſt be,. or that St. Peter: 
the Apoſtle was the Man, or 
that the Pope or Biſhop of 
Rome:( and not the Biſhop of 
Antioch)» is the Sueceſſour of 
St;. Peter both in his Biſhop= 
rickand Authority z are all ſa 
weak and precarious,ſa forced 
and perplexed; and fo fully 
confuted by the Proteſtant. Dis 
vines, that nothing in. my 
n but Blindneſs of Un- 
Serfiaiaiing, or worldly Inter- 
eſt can prevail with the-Mem- 
| bersof that Church, fiillto in- 
fiftupon them. Now that Chr/# 
inſtituted but one Church, 10 
which 


n. wie fy OA tm, Go Pe. £7 a ww © yon, op bm py 7 _ Aq9SqM9M9SSS ES T9 V2 Kt 


PartIl. Religion, — 79 
which all true Believers, and. 
gagd livers, are for ever to, be 
compriledy is very plain. Agd 
althg, through the Miſtakes 


* and Pexrverſenelſs of Man, chis 


Chureh, is regrand diviged ige 
to. oppoſite, and, contending 
parts, and parties; yet this does, 
not hinder bur that according 
to.1:s true and primitive Con- 
Ricprign, it 15,07 ought, ta be 
one. (#48 K\0Bagm of CoM 
0 "Wealch, by is Laws ang 

onſtitarions'ls but one Socie- 
thy, cho there Ay axle 14: 

tions and differegt Injereſts 
19 it ) nor:ſhall any. Man bs e- 
ſteemed as a Member of the 
Church before God, who. is 
not ready and willing, accord- 


: _ log to. the beſt of his power 


and knowledge, to. maintain 
E 4 the 
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the Unity of it, and thatupon 
thoſe very Terms, and none 
other, which Chrift has ap- 


pointed, as near as poſſibly he Z 
can find.and apprehend them. ? 
Moreover, that all the Laws | 
and. Conſtitutions on which ' 
Chriſt has founded the 


Church, and by which he 


would have it regulated, are | 
exaQtly agreeable. unto'- the 
Rules of ſound Morality, and 


the Will of God, cannot be fo 
much as doubted ; and there- 
fore it is truly faid, that rhe 
Charch is . Holy, altho every 
particular Member thereof has 
both his frailties and his ſins ; 
. Which yet he muſt repent of, 
and ſo become holy as the 
Church is holy, or elſe he 
violates one of the main and 
funda- 
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fundamental Laws, and ſo be- 


comes as it were an Out-law 
of the Church, and forfeits 


I his part in all the Privileges 
3 that belong unto that Society. 


And whereas, before the com- 
ing of Chriſt, the People of 
Iſrael did enjoy more of the 
Favour of God, and hadgreat- 
er privileges and advantages , 
on the ſcore of their being 


. | God's choſenand peculiar Peo- 


ple, than any, or all other Na- 
tions of the World ; The Gof- 
pel of. Chriſt, on the contrary, 
now looks upon all as equally 
entitled unto God's Favour 
( and the advantages thereon 
depending ) who take care 
duly to qualifie themſelves for 
it. ' Sa that whereas formerly 


| the Charch ( that is, the cho» 


E 5 ſen 
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fees People of God) might 
have -been faid to be particu- 
lar, as being in a manner 


Henited to one Nation or Peo- | 
pls; now on the contrary,itis i 
Catho/ich, that is to fay, uni- ! 
verſal, as being no way con- ? 
fined to 'one place or Nati- Þ 


on ; alt People being equally 


choſen by God in Chriſt, who | 
will 'receive and love accord- 


ing to the Goſpel. 


41. In thoſe ſeveral Revela- ! 
trons which God was pleaſed * 
to 'make of himſelf afrer the 7 
Fall of Man, unto Ade; to | 
Abraham, and to the People | 
of T/raet, there was ſtil}a plain | 
intimation given them, - that } 
i;m' the” time to come there 1 
ſhould anextraordmary Per- 7 
fon-ariſe in the World, who ? 


IO 
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ſhould: yet more, cleaxly, make 
kaown the Will of God tg 
Mankind. But when 5; 


S who was, That, Perſon, d 
1 accordingly. come, ang Jer 
1 his Apoſtlesto preach the Gat: 
pel over all the Earth > hg 
{ neither ſuggeſted to them, 
J nor. they unto the World, that 


J any other Revelation was. 8+ 


yer after.to be expected ; but 
always gave them to undery 


7 ſtand, that God had in the 
! Goſpel compleated and finiſhs 


pro 2 
"7 
* 

) 
WD. 
ed 


| <4 all.that declaration which 


be intended. to make of Him- 
lf,or bis Will, uato Mankigg, 
uotil the general. Jadgmens 
and Didolutzon of the World, 
It therefore che Holy Scriptpre 
had; givea me -..no. manner; gf 
allyragce of the perpetuity of 


the 
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the Church; my own Reaſon 
would have been enough to 
make me conclude, that God 
in his Providence will fo order | 
the matter, as that the Chriſts- 
an Religion, being the only | 
known arid ordinary means | 
of eternal Salvation. ſball ne- | 
ver be wholly extinguiſhed while | 
the World laſts, fo as to ſtand | 
inneed of any new Revelation | 
to revive and reſtore it. But 
that there ſhall always be a 
certain Company of Men, e- | 
vidently conſpicuous to the | 
World, teaching and profefſ- | 
ing the true Chriſtian Religi- | 
on, without any Errour or | 
Corruption in DoQtrine or } 
Worſhip , is what TI can no * 
where find promiſed or fore- / 
told, either by Chriſt or = [o 
OI i 
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of his Apoſtles.On the contra- 
ry, there are ſeveral paſſages 
in the New Teſtament, which 
do plainly ſeem to foretell 
that, in proceſs of time, moſt 
pernicious DoQrines and pra- 
Qices ſhould prevail and take 
place, even amongſt the pe- 
nerality of thoſe who ſhould 
profeſs themſelves to be Diſct- 
ples ot Chriſt. And whoſo- 
ever ſhall but lightly com- 
pare the ſtate of Chriſtianity 
for ſeveral Centuries before 
the Reformation, with that 
Draught of it which is left.us 
by Chrift and his Apoſtles in 
the Holy Scriptures, muſt, if 
he be impartial, I think be 
fully convinced of the truth of 
thoſe'PrediQtions. © © © 
- 42. Whether or noGod has, 

So Or 
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nicate or beſtow aay extraor- 
dinary Grace or Aſliftance 
upoathoſe, who are no yiſible 
M<mbers, of the Church, but 
altogether ſirangers unto that 


Revelation which he has made 


of himſelf, isa queſtion which 
the: virtuous lives and heroick 
ations of lome brave ' Hea- 
thens make-it hard poſitively 
to. determine in the gegative. 
But that be 44 give ſa much 
Grace and firength tq every one 
wha ; ſapl{ become « Member of 
Chrift's Church, -as that there- 
by they may ( if the fault; be 
not their own). ſufficiently 
qualifie themſelves far.eternal 
Happivels, [ by: the periarm- 
ance of thoſe: things; which 
he requires on theis part. to be 

| done, 


or. daes. at-any time commus. 


wh\ - Ip 7 TY v8 vw 9 ” 
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87 
done; is what'l think-no man. 
can doubt of, who does bur 
in general conſider the Mercy 
and Love which- God deſign- 
ed, even” unto all men, but 
more eſpecially unto the 
Church, in ſending our Savi- 
our Chriſt Jeſus into the 
world; altho there were nor 
any particular Promiſes of this 
nature in the Goſpel : - And 
that this Grace and ability to ds 


7 good is in Scripture aſcribed un- 


to the Miniſtry and Influence” of 
the- Holy Ghoſ# upon the hearts 
and minds of true Believers, is 
plain and generally owned by 
all Chriſtians. Bur that' this 
influence of God's Spirit does 
not - work ſo uncontrollably, 
but that” it» may''be reliſted, 
and eyen wholly rejected _ 
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loſty. is I think ſufficiently ob- 
vious, as well from Reaſon 
and Experience, as form thoſe 
paſſages of the Holy Scripture 
wherein we are exharted not 
to/ quench the Spirit, - but to 
walk in, and de led by, the 


Spirit, and the like ; which 


were apparently needleſs and 
to no purpole,if the operations 
of the . Holy Spirit upon our 
Hearts were ſo ſtrong as that 
we could not chuſe but com- 
ply. with them. Now rhe 
things which God requires to be 
performed 'o» our part, 10 or- 
der to life everlaſting, are ap- 
parent, and can be no more 
but to believe thoſe Truths 
which he has made known, 
which-is called Fa#h; and to 
obſerve thoſe Precepts mh 

E 
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he has commanded, which 
called Obeazence. And as I 
have already ſhewn that theſe 


things are required from no 
1 man beyond the meaſures of 
7 pofſibility, Part 1. F. 14. So 
. {| does the Scripture moſt /fully 
7 afſure us, that God wi in them 


make a very ſufficient allow- 


| arice for the ignorance / and: 
ny Nas! el for the per- 


| V erſneſs 


our Nature ; and 
will not only be merciful unto 
our Weakneſſes and ordinary- 
Failings, but will pardon"and 


fe orgrue even Our greateſt and: 


moſt wilful Sins, upon our true' 
and hearty Repentance, which is 


| 4 part of our Obedience : And as 


for the (in againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt, u hieh is faid to be ab- 


ſolurely unpardonable, I do- 
not 


90: A Gentlaman's 


not think it needful tg enquire. 
here.into-the Nature 2d Can-. 
ſequence of it,. but ſhall refer 


my. Reader. to that excellent. | 
Serman; of Dr. Tillaſop, rhe. | 
late Arch-Biſhop;; of, Canter-, | 
bary, upon that jet But | 


here is highly neceſſary thas . | 

we ſhould all;takethat Cauti- 

OB: ; x Hog Ralon wo 
Wa: d ngt, 

wit Tha. lh Gods Mare, 

cy-and Lenity, as from. hence, 

to: take. occaſion of going'on 


inour:Wickedgeſs : Eor 5 RY 
neſs thus abuſed willcertaidly 
ture into the higheſt Wrath, 


and much increaſe the Dam- 
nation of;a Sinner. | 
43-1 am inclined to think, 
that ; xhaſe Arguments which. 
are 
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are drawn from-the-nature of, 
the Humane Soul it: ſelf are: 
not | by | themſelves ſuthci- 


'- | ent to prove that it.1s ynmor» 
: | cal $3 but on the contrary, that 
; | the eternal. duration of. any: 
| created Being depends nat 19. 
; | much-uypon us own Nature; as 
1 upon. the Will of. God,, who, 


created it. But:as Reaſon; ay 
lone ſuggeſts. uns; ws, hab 
there- is, a; Life tg. comeratier; 
this, Part 1.- $.'1 3. And thak, 
Man was at firfi.defigned: by 
2: 8. 29: ): {a-daes the Holy 
Scripture moſt clearly -affure 
vs, that they who perform what 
God requires, ſhall be happy to 


| all Eternity ; and they who ap 
! - not [o, ſhall be miſerable without 
| exa, The reconcilableneſs of 


which 
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which with God's Juſtice and 
Mercy I have accounted for g. 


17.But wherein this Happineſs | - 


of the righteous ſhall conſiſt, 
we can but very imperfetly 
tell ; and whether the Puniſh- 
ment of the wicked ſhall literal- 
ly be in everlaſting Fire , or 
_ whether that expreſſion be ON- 

made uſe of. Metaphorical- 
ly, to fignifie the greatneſs of 
the Topoat; I think it not 
neceſfary to determine, Bur 
both -my -own ' Reaſon 'and 
ſome 'places-of Scripture do 


ſeem-ſtrongly to ſuggeſt, that 


fieither the Reward of good 
men,nor the Puniſhment of the 
evil, ſhall be equal unto all ; 
but greater or leſs according 
as they have exceeded one 
another in'. the Holineſs or 
Wickedneſs 


| 
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Wickedneſs of their Lives. 
44. That all Men are mor- 


tal, is ſufficiently teſtified by 


our daily. Experience : But 
that the Souls of Men imme- 
diately- upon their ſeparation 
from their Bodies are not in a 


ſtate of Inſenlibility ; but are 


ſtraitway conveyed into-;a 
ſtate, either of Joy or Miſery, 


\ ſeems very apparent to me 


from St. Paul's deſire to be 
diſſolved that he. might. be 
with Chriſt ; from our Savi- 
ours Promiſe -unto_ the Thief 
upon the Croſs; and from the 
Story or Parable- of the Rich 
man +and Lazarus; -as allo 
from ſome other intimations 
which the - Holy Scripture 


- gives us. But fince here #5, 


one day, #0 be «4 general Judg- 


ment 
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ment of all mankind before the | 


 Thibanal of Chriſt, where eve\ 


'ry-man muftreceive! his Sen- | 


*ftence for/eternal, either Hap- 


-pineſs or Miſery'(as the Holy 


"Scripture does aſſure us) It 
ſeems not irrational to judge, 
- that neither {the righteous nor 


rhe wicked do receive i their | 
full and' final portion. until |} 


that Judgment'be'paſſed upon 


them. Tknow not therefore 


-how.:to' condemit thoſe, 'who 
oy took up the Cuſtom 


: ng for - their deceaſed 1 
eng Sho hadlived holily 
and died 'piouſly,- that they 


might find favour'and aocep- 


"'fanceat the general Judgment, | + 
- and have their portion of Glo- |} 
ry augmetited ; But 1-can by | 


m0 means approve of- thoſe, 


who | - 


« 4 B03 we ny 
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who upon ſuch pitiful fugge- 
{tions have preſumed to deter- 
mine that there is fiich'a 
place as' Purgatory, whefe 
the Souls of men are to be 
purged and fuffer. a tempora- 
ry Puniſhment before their 
'admiſſivn ifto Heaven. © Atid 
altho, Tlook upon their pray- 
ing for the dead to be a #ni- 
ſtake, rather than a fin, -yert 
their 'taking 'of Mony for fo 
doing, and ratfing ſuch aRe- 
venye upon that Fund, Tok 
upon 'to be a moft ungodly 
Cheat 'and Tmpofition' tmpon 
' the People. meh. *\. 
45- Altho I do not appre- 
7 Chend that there is any 'natu- 
| ral decay in the'genetal fraine 
_ ahd ſtruture of this World, 
Yet it 1s certain, that by the 
Power 
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| Power of God, who made it, 


it may, whenever he pleaſes, | 


be -.deftroyed and diſlolved ; 


and the Scripture aſſures us, | 
that it ſhall be ſo at the 12me of | 


the general Judgment ; at which 
time alſo there ſhall be an anti- 
wverſal ReſurreFion of the Bodies 
of all theſe who have died, and 
a change cf thoſe who ſhall be 
then alive. But whether all 
the ſame individual Particles 
oteach mans Body which have 
been laid down in the earth, 


f 
£2 
&# 
+ 
6 4 
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ſhall be raiſed and reunited a- * 


gain to their Souls, I look up- 


on to be a needleſs Enquiry. } 
What St. Paul! fays upon this * 
Argument, 1 Cor. 15. 35. does 
abundantly fſatisfie me z the | 


purport of whoſe words [ 
take to be this, viz. That 


God, 


2 
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God, who being the Author 
of Nature, has given ſuch a 
vegetative power to a Grain of 
Corn, that when itis thrown 
iato the Ground, and there 
macerated. and difſolved , it 
ſprings up again, and brings 
forth a Body ſuitable and pro- 
per to its ſelf ; that that ſame 
God, I fay, both can and will 
at the laſt day, from the dead 
and diſſolved Bodies of Men, 
raiſe up ſuch Bodies, as ſhall 
pleaſe himſelf. And as there 
isa continual and great change 
of Particles in the Humane 
Body, between the Birth and 
the Grave ; ſo I ſee not what 
Abſurdity would follow if we 
ſhould allow alſo that there is 
a like change between the 
Grave and the ReſurreQion. 

F 46. And 


FT TY 


93 A Gentleman's 


46. And thus I have en- 
deavoured to pive a brief and 
plain account of that part of 
Chriſtianity which is purely 


of the Holy Scriptures, and no | 
way contradictory to the | 


Principles of plain and found 
Reaſon. And if in many o- 


ther Points of Speculation, - 


which by ſome are adopted 
into Religion, I am either 
wholly ignorant, or ar 1 
doubtful and undetermined , 
or, it may be, miſtaken; Yer 


if to the Belief which T have | 
here profeſſed, I do ſuperadd a 
virtuous and Chriſtian _— 


} 
or chiefly dofrinal ; which ' 
upon the moſt ſtri& ſearch * 
that I have been able to make, *' 
I think is exaQtly agreeable * 
to the tenour and main deſign | 
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of life, I hope there is a9 mo- 
derate Chriſtian , who does 


| not in effe& make it a part 
| of his Religion to be un- 
1 charitable, buce will allow 
| that I may be ſaved. But 
1 wherein this virtuous and 
| Chriſtian life conſiſts, and 
| what are the Duties which 
| the Goſpel obliges us all to 


perform (- whether they are 
the Duties of pure Morality, 


| as tolove God and our Neigh- 


bour 3 or thoſe of poſitive'ins 
ſtitution, as to be Baptized, to 
receive the Holy Communion 
Oc. ) istobe the ſubje&@ of the 
Third and laft part of '\this 


| ſirjall Work towhichrhere- 


al & d ; 
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LL. the Commands | 
of God, and conſe- | 


_y all the Duties o: 4 
ian, are reducible 


theſe Two; wiz. To fin | 


from that which is evil, and to 
ao that which is good, according 
to his ability. Thoſe aQtions 
I call good, fs either are 


eternally agreeable -unto the | 
nature,circumftances and mu- | 
tual relations of Perſons and | 
Things, | 
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Things, and therefore for e- 
ver to be approved of by eve- 
ry impartial rational Being 


(as TI have ſaid Part 2.6. 18.) 


for which we muſt appeal to 
every mans Reaſon (as we do 
to his Eyes, without any 0- 


! ther Demonſtration, to prove 
5 that the Sun ſhines) or elſe 
{ are expreſly commanded by 
; God, of his own poſitive will 

| and pleaſure (tro whom, as 


being his Creatures, we all 
owe an intire Obedience ) for 
which we muſt have our re- 
courſe to the Holy Scriptures 
of the New Teſtament only ; 
all the poſitive Inſtitutions 
and Ordinances of theMoſaick 


5 Law, which were given by 
] God to the People of I/rael, 
3 being abrogated, and the Ob- 


F 3 ligation 
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ligation of them annulled by | 
our Saviour Chriſt ; Altho the * 
moral part of it, which con- | 
tains the Precepts and Rules 

of eternal good and evil, and | 
wherein the very life and ſoul | 
of that Law conliſted, be not | 
enly - abetted and confirmed, | 
but alfo very much improved | 
by him. And fuch aQuons as | 
are contrary to good, that is | 
to ſay, either diſagreeable to | 
the vature and circumſtances | 
of Things and Perſons, or elſe | 

poſitively forbidden by God ; | 
I call evil. I am indeed of | 
opinion, that in the Holy 
Scriptures we have not only 
the poſitive Commands of | 
God, whereby ſome things, | 
which otherwiſe would have | 
been indifferent, are enjoyned | 
QT } 


* 
24 

5 

bl 
boy. 
i 

24 
-2Y 
4 LN 
FI 
xF8 
& 
"As 
We <1 
Ws 

4 


Part Ill. Religion. 103 


or forbidden ; but alſo, either 
in particular, or at leait in ge- 
neral, a ſufficient account of 
all thoſe ations which are 


: eternally good or evil, and 
# therefore to be done or avoid- 


| ed by us; And this deſigned 
| by Almighty God for the di- 


) reQionandinftruttionof thoſe 
| Men, who have not ability to 


| dive into, and diſcover thoſe 


{ things by the ſtrength of their 


Reaſon. And therefore, in 
order to deſcribe the whole 
Duty of a Chriſtian, it might 


| be enough for me to colle& 


the Precepts and Prohibitions 
which God has given us in his 
Word, and to vouch noother 
Authority or reaſon, but his 


Will for them. But becauſe 
s cyery mans Duty wyYl pro- 


F 4 bably 
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bably make the greater impreſ\- 
fion upon his ming, when he 


is ſatisfied, as to the reaſon- | 
ableneſs of it, as well as con- | 
vinced of its obligationz I F# 


ſhall endeavour, as I proceed, 


firſt to infer as much of our |} 
Duty as I can, from the na- Þ 
ture and circumſtances of ! 
Things and Perſons; and then | 
to ſuperadd, where there is | 


occaſion, what God has poſi- 
tively ordained and command- 
ed as to any point ; And this 


with the ſame contiſeneſs that | 


I have obſerved in my Second 


Part, neither enlarging upon : 
thoſe Arguments, nor recit- | 


ing thoſe Texts of Scripture, 


which I ſuppoſe my Reader N 


to be able to call to mind up- 
on the leaſt hiat of them, 


2. To 
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2. Tobegin then: Since God 
is the moſt perfeQ and excel- 
lent Being in Himſelf; and 
ſo loving | and beneficeat to 
Us, It follows,. that we ought 
io love him in the higheſt de- 
gree that poſſibly we can; And 
true and compleat Loye, as it 
is an aQt ofone perſon, exerted 
towards another, as its object, 
conſiſts 1n an unfeigned deſire, 
Firſt, of always doing what 
may be truly grateful and ac- 
ceptable to the perſon be» 
loved 3 and Secondly, of en- 
joying and being with him as 
much as may be. The more 
ardent and zealous we are 1n 
our love to God, the better 
undoubtedly | it is 3 And we 
ſhould ſtrive to engage our 
AticGions, as well as our Rea- 
F 5 ſon 
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fon and our Will, unto him 


from whom we have received 
all things : But yet this Love 


is not to be meaſured, or 


judged of, by the earneftneſs 
of thoſe ſuddain morions , 
which ſometimes may ariſe 
within us, upon the contem- 
plation of God's Excellency 
and Goodneſs ; becauſe ro be 
thus Paſſionately afteted is not 
wholly in' our Power $; and 
fomtimes leaſt ſo, when we 
Moſt earneſtly defire it. But 
the true and certain way of 
judging whether we love God, 
or not, 15 by examining whe- 
ther we are ſtedfaſt in our Re- 
folutions, and accordingly di- 
hgeot in our Endeavours, con- 
RKantly to obey him, and 
keep all his Commandments ; 
which 


> 
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which is the only way te 
pleaſe, and conſequently to 
enjoy and for ever be with 
him : And where che Love of 
God is thus firmly rooted im 
the Wil, and brings forth 
plenty of Fruit in the life and 
ations, it. is certainly never- 
theleſs acceptable to him, al- 
tho it does not ſo paſſionately 
move our Aﬀecions as we 
could wiſh or deſire : And as 
all the Duties which we owe 
unto Almighty God, are de- 
rived from, and do depend 
upon that, of loving of ham ; 
or rather indeed are contained 
in it, ſo is it very evident , 
that they are all to be judged 
of by the lame forementioned 
Rule ; that is to fſay,-not ſo 
much by the ſtrength of an 1n- 
ward 
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ward Impulſe upon the Mind 
( which is a thing not under 
our Command) as- by the 
ſteady. 'agreeablenels of our 
Will and AQtions, unto all 
ſuch Principles, as are right 
and good. 

3. Since God 1s the moſt 
excellent and perfect, and con- 
ſequently the moſt worthy, 
of all Beings, that are, or can 
be ; from hence it will follow, 
that we ought to honour him 
with the greateſt Honour that 
»ay be, Now to honour any 
perſon is, in other words, in- 
wardly to eſteem, and out- 
wardly to ſhew our ReſpeQ& 
to him. Our inward Eſteem 
of God confiſts in a due Ac- 
knowledgment of his Being 
and Attributes 3 and our out- 
ward 


| 
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ward ReſpeCt tohim, is to be 
ſhewn, as well by abſtaining 
from all ations which may 
{avour of any Neglect or Ir- 
reverence towards him, as by 
performing all ſuch as may 
appear to be ſuitable, both to 
his own Excellency and our 
Dependence upon him. 

4- Since God 1s preſent in 
all places, and knows all, e- 
ven the moſt ſecret things 3 
and therefore cannot poflibly 
be deceived, or impoſed on; 
We ſhould, on this conſiderati- 
on, be wery watchful and care- 


' ful, upon all occaſions, how we 


behave our ſelves in his Pres 
ſence : And, methinks, it is a 
moſt ſhameſul and deplorable 
thing, that Men commonly 
ſcruple, not to do thoſe things 

10 
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in the ſight of God, which 
they would be afraid, or a- 
ſhamed it ſhould be known, 


or even ſaſpefted, of them, by 


Mea like themſelves. 

5. Since God is moſt true ; 
from hence it will follow, that 
me ought to believe whatſoever 
he ſays or makes known, how im- 
probable ſoever otherwiſe it 
might ſeem to us. But the 
true eftimate of ſuch belief is 
nat'to be made by the clearneſs 
and firength of our ſpecula- 
tive Aﬀeot unto thoſe Truths, 
which he has propoſed to our 
Underſtanding ( for to receive 
a Truth without any Doubts 
or Scruples, which ſometimes 
do unaccountably force them- 
felves upon us, even in the 
clkareſt caſes, is not always in 
our 
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our power ) Burt rather by the 
conſtant ſuitableneſs of ourlives 
unto the profeſſion of ſuch 
DoQrines as we recerve and 
own. And he who has but a 
weak Faith, and yet kads a 

life, altho he 1s not 
qualified for doubtful Diſpu- 
tations, 1s nevertheleſs a true 
Believer 3 becauſe his Belief 
an{wers the main end and de- 


| fign of the Goſpel ; which I 
| have ſhewn to be Virtue and 
| Morality, Part 1. g. 42. Nor 


can there ( for example ) be a 
better Evidence, that a man 
does really and ſufficiently 
Beheve the Truth of a life to 
come, than when he is tindu- 
ſtrious and diligent in prepar- 
ing for it ; whatever Doubts 
or Scruples he may have, in 
point 
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point of Speculation, about 
It, 

6. Since God's Power is 1n- 
finite, and his Authority un- 


controlable 3 it follows, that 


we ought to fear him ( and ſo 
much the mcre,becauſe of our 
natural propenſity to fin) be- 
cauſe he has it always in his 
Power to make us miſerable 
here,and eternally ſo hereafter. 
But he cannot be ſaid to fear 
God moſt ( that is, moſt tru- 
ly) whois poſſeſſed with the 


greateſt dread and terrour at 


the thoughts of his Wrath or 


Judgments ; for then the De- 
vils, who tremble, or wick- 
ed Wretches, who deſpair of 
God's Mercy, would be the 
beſt performers of this Duty : 

But he 1s the trueſt Fearer of 
God, 
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God, who always takes the 
oreateſt care not to offend 
him; the Fear of him being 
never originally * deſigned ta 
torment. and diſquiet our 
Minds, but only to be ſuch a 
Check upon us, as to keep us 
in due Awe and Obedience. 

- 7. Since every fin is an Of- 
fence, both againſt a gracious ' 
anda powerful God, and of 
every dangerous conſequence 
to the perſon who commits 
it; And (incenothing can poſl- 
ſibly be concealed from God, 
it follows, that we ought zo be 
deeply concerned, and eruly 
ſorrowful for every ſin which we 
commit, ana HY no means to 

alliate or frame Excuſes for 
them, but freely to own and 
confeſs them to him. But the 

| truth 
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truth of this, Sorrow is not to 
be meaſured by the Paffion- 
ateneſs of it, or the Tears 


which it produces ( which, . 


tho ſometimes good ſigns, yer, 
too often produce but little 


efftet) but by the hearty re- | 


formation of life that follows : 


And he only can be ſaid, to 


any purpoſe, either to be ſor- 
ry for his (ins, or to confeſs 
them to God ; who 6 careful 
for the time to come to forſake 
them. - 
8. Since God 1s Almighty, 
he is certainly able; and lince 
he loves us, he cannot but be 
willing, to doevery thing that 
is beſt and fitteſt for us, if 
we, by our own faults, do 
pot provoke him to the con- 
trary ; From whence it fol- 
lows, 
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lows, that, as long as we. 
ſerve him faithfully, we ought, 
in all our wants and exigencies, 


#0 truft and relie upon hins. And 


if he does not relieve or help 


us in ſuch a manner as we de- 
ſire 3 we ought to bear whatever 
HAflitions we lie under, patient- 
ly and contemtedly s as: well 
knowing, that God takes no 
delight in grieviog us; but 
anly corre&s and keeps us un- 
der, in order to our eternal 
good. And to demonſtrate 
our Truſt 1a God, and ſub- 
mifſton to his chaſlifing hand; 
we muſt never attempt , by 
any unlawful means, to ſup- 
ply any of our Wants, or free 
our ſelves from any, even the 
moſt grievous preſſures : Al- 
tho, at the ſame time, honeſt 
labour 
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labour and induſtry ( yet 
ſill with ſubmiſſion to God's 


Will ) for the compaſſing of 
any - thing which + is lawlful . 


and -good, is not only allow- 
ed, but commended and re- 
quired. 

9. But ſince God 1s a free 
Agent, and ſince all 'the good 
which we have, or are capable 
of, comes from him, and de- 
pends altogether on his Power 
and over-ruling Providence; 
we ought to pray to him for 
whatſoever we land in need of ; 
and that he would bleſs all our 
honeſt Labours with ſucceſs. 
But becauſe, often, if we had 
the very things which we de- 
fire, they would, at the laſt, 
tend to our hurt 3 and becauſe 
he knows what 1s fit for us, 
much 
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much better than we our 
ſelves; therefore we ought al- 
ways to pray, that his Will ſbould 
ever take place rather than our 
own, And ſince we can have 
noreaſon to doubt of his Love, 
we ought to aſſure our ſelves, 
that we ſhall receive either the 
very. things we pray for, or 
elſe: that which 1s altogether 
as good for us, if our fins ob- 
ſtrut it not. | 

10. And thevery ſame con- 
fiderations, which prompt us 
to make our Prayers. to God 
in all our wants, do ſufficient- 
ly demonſtrate, that we ovght 
to returs Thanks unto him for 
all the Bleſſings which we have 
received: Amongſt which thoſe 
Affiictions which have at any 
time reclaimed us from fin, 

Lnirn and 
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and brought us to a ſenſe of 


our Duty, ought, I think, to 
be placed inthechiefeſt rank : 


And the only Demonſtration of 


a truly thankful Hearr to 


God, 1s the making a pious 


and honeſt uſe, to his Glory, 


of all thoſe Bleſſings which 


we daily receive'from him : 
Nor can there 'be any thing 
more' abſurd; than for a man 
to pretend to give God 
Thanks with his Lips, who 
does not : alſo do it, more-to 
the purpoſe, in his Life, 

* 11. As God's Juſtice and 
Veracity are a reaſon beyond 
exception, why we ſhould with- 
out Anxiety depend. on all - his 
Promefes ; ſoc the great 'Pto> 
mife which' he has” made' us, 
being that of everlaſting Hap- 
" pineſs ; 
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pineſs 3 for our more effeual 
attaining unto which, he has 
ſent his Son our Saviour 
Chriſt. Jeſus to ſuffer for us 3 
It -is therefore accordingly 
our Daty to hope for eternal 
Selvation ; that is ro ſay, ro 
expe the performance of 
what God has promiſed, and 
the enjoyment of what Chrift 
has purchaſed for us. But 
this hope is to be ſhewn not 
by the ſtrength of our Confi- 
dence that we ſhall be ſaved 
(in which it is very poffible 
that a man may deceive him- 
ſelf ) but by our conſtant care 
in duly performing what God 
requires, og our parts, in or- 
der to Salvation : For heonly 
who 1s diligent in'doing the 
work, does, with any rea- 
{on, 
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{on, expect, or hope for the 
promiſed Reward. 

12. Aswe are obliged to pray 
unto God forall that we want, 
and to hope foreternal Salva- 
tioa from him; ſo the Holy 
Scripture direQs us, to ground 
all our hopes of Happineſs upon 
the Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to offer up all our Prayers 
in his Name, as hoping only 
for his ſake to be accepted, 
who is repreſented as our on- 
ly Mediatour and Interceſſour 
with God.  Whoſcever there- 
fore offers to joyn the Merits, 
Mediation or Interceſſion of 
any Saint., . together with 
Chriſt Jeſus; either to ftrength- 
ea his hopes of Salvation, or 
to make his Devotions more 
ſurely to be accepted by God ; 

45 


the 


ray 
ant, 
va- 
loly 
wnd 
pon 
rift, 
yer s 
Dnly 
ted, 
OnN- 
Tour 
ere- 
rits, 
1 of 
with 
gth- 
, Or 
nore 
50d ; 


as 


Part [I[.- RBeligton. 121. 


as he ſeems to diſtruſt the Me-. 
diation of Chriſt, asif, alone, 
it were imperfe& and inſuffici- 
ent ; ſo he atts nat only with- 
out any Warrant from, but 
even contrary to: the ;plain 
renour of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

13- That it 1s abſurd to 
attempt., and impoſlible to 
make, any bodily or viſible 
Picture or Image to repreſent 
God, who 1s both incorporeal 
and inviſible, 1s moſt evident 
beyond doubt or denyal : And 
when any ſuch Repreſentati- 
onsare made with that deſign, 
and expoled to the view of 
the People, the natural conſe- 
quence of them, muſt, needs 
be to beget wrong: Notions of 
God ia the Minds at leaſt of 

G the 
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the more 1gnorant ſort : For 


fuch as any thing is repreſent- 
ed to them, fuch they will 


be apt to conceive it 1n all - 


points to be. My Reafon 
therefore alone would fuffici- 
ently conclude, that zt #s wn- 
lawful to make any ſort of PiFure 
or Image to repreſent Goa, altho 
= had noe ſo pofitively for- 
d it in the' Holy Scripture z 
nor fo expresfly declared him- 
{elf a jealous God in that par- 
ticular. _-9s: 

14. Inall Caſes where one 
man may' deceive. another to 
hisgreat damage ; it is reaſon- 
able that he, who apprehends 
ſuch danger, ſhould not de- 

d upon another man, ex- 


cept he firſt has good ſecurity 
mak him of his Truth nd 
| Fidelity. 
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Fidelity. Now many eintei 
the beſt, or indeed: the pore 
ſecurity” which can be given 


| inſhch caſes, is a ſolema ' Ap- 


peal ' co Almighty God ( whs 
is the Searcher of all' Hearts 


ati evident. reve an) 10 
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Oath, duly taken, js an. a@ of 
Honour and Reverence to- 
wards God ;, and conſequent- 
ly, #s zot, in its felf,, #nlawful 
or evil ; But if an Oath be taken 
reſbly, or  unadviſediy, or, ' 1t- 
neceſſarily, or in trivial caſes ; 
zt is a leflening and underva- 
luing of the Divine Majeſty 
por Frag 0 
reated- with ;the profoundeſt 
everence ) and, conſequent- 
, ſinful and unlawful. And 
he is all that I can Conceive 
to be lormndden by. our Bleſſed 
Saviour; Mat. 5-:34. Nor,can 
I apprehend that, that place 
coatains an univerſal prohihi- 
tion of all ſwearing whatſo- 
ever: For, beſides. that. the 
very Context in the prece 
ing Verſe does moſt evident y 


wt always, to be| 


limit] 
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limit. the diſcourſe to ſuch 
Oaths as are purely voluntary, 
and therefore alcogether un- 
neceſſary; There is - neither 
Reaſon nor Precedent to 10+ 
duce any-one to believe rhat 
our Saviour ' would univerſal- 
ly forbid any thing which has 
nothing of Evil or. Malignity 
in its nature: And ſome even 
of the beſt of Men, not only 
before, - but ſince the coming 
of Chriſt, and even the Bleſli 

Ahtgels themſclves,' were af- 
ſarediin Scripture, have {worn 
upon ſome” occaſions with 
great ſolemnity. ' Nor do the 
Holy' Scriptures, in -other 
places, where mention” is 
made 'of the taking ofan Oath, 
ſpeak of it as a thing unlaw- 
ful, or forbidden, or any way 
G 3 uniVer- 
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univerſally evil in its ſelf, but 
altogether the contrary : Nor 
did our Bleſſed Saviour, that 
we can find, deſign to deprive 
Princes or Magiſtrates -of any 
part of that lawful Power 
which they. bad over. their 
SudjeQs before his. coming ; 
who, every where, were: 10- 
veſted with a Right. of ex+ 
* afting an Qath from Them, 
when'it ſhould 'þe neceſlary; 
cithey! for the: peace! and iry 
eurity.of theCammon- wealth, 
or for'the endiog of Differepces 
between: private parties. And 
as | for [that . paſſage 1of $6. 
Faves 5. 122. :Which2 ig; by 
ſome: \urged agony iwedr 
ing 'in any: caſe- whatſoever; 


It, being no more but a re-| 


capitulation of aur Saviours 
15%] words 


ready given. 


ſwears, knows to be true; or 
not to perform what he has ng- 
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words which were juſt now 
mentioned, needs no other 
Anſwer than what I have alk 


But ſince the 
very nature and deſign of an 
Oath is to invoke God, that 
thereby a Man may give al- 
ſurance to another of his truth 
and fidelity ; it tollows, that 
to affirm any thing upon Oath, 
beyond what the Man, who 


on his Oath promiſed, is « ſin. 
And fince he who impoſes up- 
on another by doubtful and 
equivocal words, does as 
much deceive him, as he who 
ſpeaks a down-right Fallity. ; 
from hence it will follow , 


that ſuch 42 deceitful Oath 7s 


altogether as contrary to the 
G 4 nature 
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nature and delign of an Oath, 
and conſequently as wnlawful 
as 'a falſe one: But altho ar 
Oath lays an obligation upon « 
iMay to do whatever he has ſworn, 
yet if a Man ſwears to do any 
thing which is a fin, and con- 


trary to {ome former Obligati- 


on, under which he indif- 
penfably lyes to God or Man, 
he can not in this caſe be obliged 
to keep his Oath, but is bound 
to repent of it.” For, beſides 
that 1t is not reaſonable, that 
any mans own aCt ſhould free 
him from any Obligation un- 
der which he lyes to another ; 
it is plain, that an-Oath can 
neither alter the nature of a 
fin, nor makeit lawful tocom- 
mit it. And fince the deſign 


of an Oath in its own nature 
is 


| 
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is to oblige; him to, performs, 
ance that takes it 5 and fince 
the Name of God ought. ne-. 


' ver unneceſſarily to be igvok+ 


ed'3.it follows, that where --4 
Man ought not to keep an Oath, 
he ought, 10t on any account fo. 
take it, f 
15: According to the. Cu-. 
ſtoms of different places, there 
have divers Ceremonies and 
Forms of words been intro- 
duced | in the taking. of ,an 
Oath; ſome of them ground- 
ed. upon Reaſon, and; others 
taken up through miſtake in 
imitation. Thus , probably, 
whereas it may, have been 4 
Cuſtom: in ſome places in an 
Oath, to invoke the Vengeance 
of God upon ones.head;. from 
hence, likely, might ariſe 

G 5 that 
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that Form of ſwearing by the 
Head 3 and, in- imitation 
thereof, by the Hand, or 6- 
ther parts of the Body. | And 
whereas it was uſual to take 
folemn Oaths, in extraordi- 
nary caſes, inthe Temple, or 


at the Altar, and, with us at 


this time, laying the Hand 
ypon' the Holy Scriptaress 
from hence might ariſe - the 
Forms of {wearing by the 
Temple, the Altar, the Bible, 
&c. But here it muſt be no- 
ted, that the nature of an 


-Oath being for aſſurance, and 


confiſting therefore attopgether 
in the intention of the parties, 
viz. as well of him' who re- 
quires it, as of him who gives 
it ; He may be ſaid really and 
truly to ſwear, not only who 

| makes 
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makes uſe of ſuch a Form and 
Ceremony as is accuſtomed or 
preſcribed inany certain place, 


| but he who any ways ſignifies 10 


another an intention to oblige 
himſelf under the penalty of 
God's Wrath and Vengeance: 
And for the fame reaſon the 
jozne intention of both parties, 
as it appears fairly to be ſig- 
nified ( without any place for 
Fraud or Colluſion ) «ft needs 
be the true meaſure of the oblige 
tion of every Oath. 

16, When a Man promiſes 
a thing, and obhges himſelf 
rhereto , not to any other 
Man, but only to God alone ; 
this is what 1s commonly cal- 
led « Vow; and, comes {> EX» 


aly ander the ſame Rules with 


« Promiſory Oath ( as will pre- 
ſently 
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ſently appear to whoſoever 
reads the two foregoing Se- 
G1ons ) that I need not again 
particularly repeat them But 
it is a very neceſſary caution 
to be obſerved in all Oaths, 
and more eſpecially to be 
taken care of in Vows; that 
« Max ſhould never voluntarily 
oblige himſelf to any thing but 
what he is well aſſured is with- 
in his power to performs; I 
mean with the help of that 
common Aliſtance and Grace 
which God has promiſed to 


all that ſeek it. For ifa 


Man goes beyond this, and 
tyes ſuch Burdens upon him- 
ſelf as he is not ſufficiently 
ſure of ſtrength to bear ; be- 
ſides the preſumption of the 


thing, it muſt needs involve 
bis 
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his Conſcience in many Dif- 


ficulties and Perplexities.. - 
17. Since there 1s:no'other 


| Being whatſoever, which for 


Power , Goodneſs, or excel- 
lency of Nature can any way 
be equalled to, or compared 
with, Almighty: God ; from 
hence it will follow, that all 
theſe foregoing Duties, which we 
owe unto God on the account 
and ſuppoſition of the Tranf(- 
cendency of his Nature. and 
Attributes, are not any of them 
to be paid unto any Thing or Per- 
ſon beſides himſelf. kor that 
would be in <ffe& to ſet up 
{omewhat elſe as a God, or 
in the place of God, unto our 
ſelves. Let them then who 


ſeem either to love, or fear, 


or truſt in, any Thing or 
Perſon 
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Perfon as much or more than 
God;. and who offer up their 
Prayers and Devotions . unto 
any Saints or Angels ; which 
ſzems ro ſuppoſe their Omni- 
ſcience, and that they know 
the Secrets of Mens Hearts ; 
28d- tq argre fomediftruft of 
God?s: Goadneſs 'and Readi- 


neſs to -hear us ; -Let them, I 


ſay, and ſuch like perſons, 
conſider well with themſelves; 
how, they - can [anfwer theſe 
things to Ged,: who tis a jea- 
laus God. But fince every 
Mean, who 1s lincere in Re- 
ligion, muſt neceſſarily ſuit his 
Worſhip and Duty to God ac- 
carding tothe apprehenſions which 
' be has of the Deity; He who 
1s convinced of the — 
® 
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of. Perſons in the Unity of 
the God-head ( of which I 
have endeavoured to give my 


 Fhoughts Part 2. gf. 221) cam 
»ot, 1 think, but wake the Fa- 
ther, the Sou and the Holy Ghoſt, 
Cane of bis Oo 


the  foy8# 


—_ ' NOL be both ho fal 


my” to invoke the Son 
_ Holy Ghoſt, together 


with rhe inher, in our Pray- 
ers, 'as well as to be Baptized, 
a_ to Bleſs, 'i their Names,” 

ropgether' with him ( which 
are both I think a&s of Di- 
vine Worſhip )I confeſs I can 
ſee no ſound reafor» thar''can' 
be given. But if any mat 
ſhall tell me, that, in the 


Worſhip of God, he dares pro- 
ceed no farther then the Holy 


Scriptures 
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Scriptures will expresſly war- 
rant,: and - <owe oe that he 


can: -oot invoke; the ,.Holy- 


Ghoſt in his Prayers, ; becauſe 
he there finds neither Precept 
for, nor Example of it (Judg- 


iog. no.-Man,. but leaving. 
every Man-to ſtand ar fall to. 


his own-Maſter ) for, my ſelf 


Lanſ{wer, 'that; ſince God has, 


made us reaſonable Creatures, 
I can not - but think that a 


clear.z.; and rational . Conſe, 


quence+from- Scripture is | as 
good a Warrant for any' reli- 
gious ation, and lays as great 
an Obligation upon him that 
1s convinced of it, ,as the moſt 
expreſs Text : And if.the Per- 
ſonality and Divinity of the 
Holy Ghoſt be admitted / as 
I here ſuppoſe) to me, no 

Conſe- 
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Conſequence ſeems to be 
clearer than that he 1s to be 
invoked and worſhiped, - tege- 


. ther with the Father and the 


SON, 
18. Since the end to which 
God deſigns all Men, 1s etern=- 
al Happineſs in another life'; 
Part 2.8. 29. Toa capacity 
for which we are again, after 
our Fall, reſtored by Jeſus 
Chriſt, Part 2. $. 33, &. It 
follows, that we" ovght —_ fo 
do any thing whereby we may 
miſs of this end, or be diverted 
from the proſecution of it Bit 
on the contrary, that the whole 
courſe of our ations and endexi 
vours ſhculd ever le bent 'on the 
geo of it. 
x . No Man will ever be 
diligent" in the purſuit of any 
thing 
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thing of which he ſeldom 
thinks, and rarely coaliders 
the benefit of obtaining, and 
the evil of miſting it. [If there- 
fore-we are obliged to be di- 
ligent in our endeavours after 
eternal Happineſs z we ovwght 
to make the Joys of Heaven and 
the Torments of Hell the {ubjed# 
of , our frequent Thoughts and 
Meditations. 

.. 20. He who places his 
Happine(s,, or any ' part of it, 
upen-.4 wrong, Obje&,.- will 
never 'be, ſo diligent as he 
ought.'in the purſuit of that 
true Happineſs, to which he 
is deſigned by God ; becauſe 
the ſtream of his Thoughts 
and Endeavours muſt needs, 


in the whole, or 1n part, be 


diverted, according as he ap- 
prehends 
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prehends his Happineſs to lic 
another way, Now that there 
is. nogbing 4n this World. ( ex- 
Conſcience, and 
the hope of eternal Life 
which, tho IS may be ing 
iz this World, yet are not of 
the World.) that can,any wa; 
make. up. a part 'of our x 
Happineſs; is abundantly dor 
mogſtrable from the dar 
uncertainty -and'; ſhortnel; of 
all wprldly Joys... He: the 
fore, who, places any, part of 
his Happipeſs upon any!t 
belonging ta-this World, 1 
certajnly;, places, it fond Fl 
wrong Objec,:. But. w 

ever\ a Man propdles. tg na 
ſelkas the ultimate. End of any 


of his ations, it is certain 


that, therein he places ſome 
part, 
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part, at leaſt, of his Happi- 
neſs: For that which is the 
Hitimate End of any action of 
a Man, muſt be propoſed 'as 
the final ſatisfattion of ſome 
of his Defires ( for as far as 
any one's Delire extends, ſo 
far 'off "muſt be the End he 
aims at ) and no Deſire of any 
Man can ever be finally fatiſ- 
fied, till it 'meets with that 
wherein he ſuppoſes his Hap- 
pineſs (in whole. hid gr? 
to conlift;'- From hence! then 
it wHllf6llow, that altho there 
are ſome Pleaſures and Satiſ- 
fafions in this World, which 
may innocently-be enjoyed; 

Er'No man ought to propoſe any 
rovlaly enjoyment as the 'ultt. 
mate End and Deſign of any of 
his Ations, For this would 
bf IOY be 
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be a placing bis Happioels, 
or ſome part of it, upon a 
wrong ObjeQ, and thereby a 


 hinderance of his purſuic of 


the true Happineſs for which 
God defigns him. To illu- 
ſtrate thiy which otherwiſe 
may ſeem obſcure, by an Ex- 
ample. or two. , A Man may 
Jau fully, without doubt, re- 
liſh the Meat he eats ( for to 
what other end did God give 
us the Senſe of Taſting ) but 
the reaſon of his eating, at all 
times,, ought to be to preſerye 
his Life and Health, that he 
may be the better able to do 
al} thoſe things which God.re- 
quires: from him. in order. to 
his Salvation ; this. beipg the 


End for which God; deligns 


him,. and which he therefore 
TW ff rctl; 2 Puttle 
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ought always to purſue. But 
he who in eating defigns no 
more than to gratific his fen- 
ſfual. Appetite, or tq pamper 
his Body that he may have 
the greater enjoyment of the 
reſt of the Pleaſufes of this 
World; aQs below, or rathet 
contrary to, the End he is de- 
figned for 3 and may juſtly be 
compared to the Beaſts that 
periſh. Thus alſo a Man may 
1anocently be pleaſed to have 
the Garment he wears, decent 
and comely, becauſe the Eye 
is naturely gratified with the 
beauty of any Obje& - But if 
a Man wears Cloths which 
ate tfiore fine and PO then 
others, his reaſon ,0ughe 

xo be that he way, clot « 
cording to the humour 
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world } be contemned for the 
Meanefs or Sordidneſs of his 
Apparel ; but endeavour, 


b 
all Fir ways, to. preſerve fuck 


a Reſpe&t among Men) ( who 
are very apt to judge' by the 
outward appearance ) as may 
enable him to do the more 
good in the world : But he 
wha cloths hinfelf like' the 
Lillies of the Field, or Solomon 
in all his Glory, only that he 
may admire himſelf, or be 
taken notice of by others, for 
his remarkable Finery, is a 
vain perfon, and aQsas fooliſh- 
ly as the Crow in the Fable, 
who clad himſelf in the' Pea- 
cocks Feathers.. And what I 
have . here . ſaid concerning 

Food and Raiment, may alſo 
be applyed to Riches and 
| Honour, 
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Honour, and to all Pleaſures, 
which are not abſolutely nn- 
lawful; and-to every thing 
which Men aim at, or-value 
in this. World 3 which they 
may. lawfully ſeek after and 
take delight in, 'as far as they 
may be Inſtruments of doing 
Good, or are confiſtent with 
their Chriſtian Duty 5 but 
they muſt not place their Hap- 
pineſs, or any part of it, 1n 
them; tor that would make 
them forgetful of Heaven, 
and neceſſarily involve them 
inthe. fins of Ambiticn , 
Covetouſnels, Voluptuouſ- 
nels, &c. | 

21. As we areobliged todo 
whatſoever God commands, 
and patiently toſuffer whatſo- 
ever he, -in his Providence, 
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har wiiy one; or more of ſuch 
a” Society, without the "con- 
ſhit of the reſt, ſhould rake 
upon. them to: make Laws'for, 
*- | or bxerciſe Authority over the 
5 | whole Community. For fi 
7 | were in every Mans power t6 
TY | himſelf a Magiſtrate, 
$77] all might ſer up to be Rulers, 
+ | and few - or none would be 
2 | Subjets; which would. bring 
41 in Confufjon, and deſtroy:the 
#4 Society. : But whenthewhole 
= 1 Society do agree and conſenr, 
21 that ſuch certain perſons ſhall 
21 have the exerciſing of ſuchcer- 
*+% | tain Powers( which orig 310: ab 
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_— conſented to their Authority 
UN K 3 are 


© Cad whey once «legiſlative ana 


are, by virwcof ds wells, 
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them. I conclude there ore 
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is from the Conſent of the F 
p/e, fince there is no other 1o- 
lid: ground, that Fan find, up- 
on *which to eſtabliſh them. 


exetxitive Power 5s thes ſetled 
and eftabliſbed by the fn 
of a People, who ac 
it, and upon all oCca Loco 
— fhelter'! 5 
it is to be looked upon as rati- 
fied. /and;-confirmed by God's 
own appointment 3 and' Sub- 
iHion «nd Obedience is accord- 
ingly 0 be paid to it byievery 
particular perſon who abides} 
within the precinQs of us Ju- 
ridition. For this was the 
very 
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